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TO THE 


PARLIAMENT 


OF THE 


2Common-Wealth of Eng/and, 


With the Domini1ons thereof. 


WING to your Protection, Supreme SENATE, 
this Liberty of Writing, which I have uſed theſe 


5 igbteen Years on all Occaſions, To aſſert the juſt 


Rights and Freedoms both of Church and State, and 


1 


. acknowledge 


fo far approv'd, as to have been truſted with the Repre- 


= ſentment and Defence of Your Actions to ail Chriſten- 
dom, againſt an Adverſary of no mean Repute, to whom 


ould I addreſs what 1 ſtill publiſh on the ſame Argu- 


ment, but to You, whoſe magnanimous Councils firſt 

opened and unbound the Age from a double Bondage under 
prelatical and regal Tyrany ; above our own Hopes, 
5 dns; us to look up at laſt lite Men and Chriſt ans, 


from the flaviſh Dejection, wherein from Father to Son, 


f re were bred up and taught ; and thereby deſerving of 
| 3 beſe Nations, 7 they be not barbarouſly Ungrateful, to. 

9 next under G O D, the Authors, and 
peſt Patrons of religious and civil Liberty, that ever 
theſe Iſlands brought forth: The Care and Tuition c 
We Þoſe Peace and Safely, after a ſhort, but ſcandalous | 
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IF 
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ight of Interruption, is now again, by a new Dawn- 
Ins of God's miraculous Providence among us, re- 


$4 upon your Shoulders. | 
A 2 . AND 


erte. 


AN D to whom more appertain theſe Conſiderations 
which I propcund, than to Yourſelves, and the Debate 


before Yeu, Ib I truft of no Difficulty, yet at preſent of 1 


grea! Expea'ion, not whether ye will gratify, were it 


no more than ſo, but whether ye will hearken to the juſt ** 


Petition of many Thouſands beſt affected both to Religion, 
end to this your Return: Or whether ye will ſatisfy, 
which You never can, the covetous Pretences and De- 


manzs of infatiable Hirelings, *ehoſe D:ſaffection Du 


well toto both to YourſeFves and Your Reſolutions. 
That I, the among many others in this common Con- 
cernment, interpoſe lo your Deliberations what my 
Thoughts alſo are, Your own Judgment, and the Succeſs 
thereof hath given me the Confidence : Which requeſts 
but this, that if 1 have proſperoufly, God ſo favouring 


me, defended the publick Cauſe of this Common-IWealth to 


Foreigners, ve wou d not think the Reaſon and Ability, 
whereon ye truſted once, and repent not, Your whole Re- 
putation to the Morld, either grown leſs by more Matu- 
rity, and longer Study, or leſs available in Engliſh than 
in another Tongue : But that if it ſufficed ſome Years paſt, 
to convince and ſatisfy the uningaged of other Nations in 
the Fuſtice of Your Doings, tho" then held Paradoxal, 
it may as well ſuffice now againſt weaker Oppoſition in 
Matters, except here in England, with a Spiritualty of 
Men devoted to their temporal Gain, of ns Controverſy 


ele among Proteſtants. 
NEITHER ao TI doubt, ſeeing daily the Accept- 
ance which they find, who in their Petitions venture to 


bring Advice alſo, and new Models of a Common-Wealth, 
but that you will interpret it much more the Duty of 4 
Chriſtian to cffer what his Conſcience per ſwades him may 
ze of Moment to the Freedom and better Conſtituting of 
be Church : Since it is a Deed of higheſt Charity to Belp 


to undeceive the People, and a Work worthieſt your Au- 


 thority, in all Things elſe Authors, Aſſertors, and now 
Recover: i 


DEDICATION. 


ö Recoverers of our Liberty, to deliver us, the only People 
| , all Proteſtants left ſtill undelivered, from the Oppreſ- 
7 . ſons of ſimonious, decimating (lergy, who ſhame not, 
f gainſt the Judgment «nd Practice of all other Churches 
2 reſformed, to maintain, tho" very weakly, their Popiſh, 
and oft refuted Poſitions, not in a Point of Conſcience, 
coberein they might be Blameleſs, but in a Point of Covet- 
uſneſs and an unjuſt Claim to other Men's Goods, a Con- 
„ tention Foul and Odious in any Man, but moſt of all in 

Mliniſters of the Goſpel, in «hom Contenticn, the" fer 
heir own Right, ſcarce is allowable Till which Grie- 
vances be removed, and RELIGION ſet free from the 
| {Monopoly of Hirclings, J dare affirm, that no Model 
Fobatſoever of a CommonIVealth, will prove ſucceſsful or 
ndifurbed and ſo perſtwaded, implore divine A Nance 
1 


o Your pious Councils and Proceedings on Unanimity in 
| 215 and all other TRUTH. 
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* Conſiderations touching the like- 
+ heft Means to remove Hire- 
lings out of the Church, &c. 


* 


% H E former Treatiſe, which leads in this, be- 
| an with two Things ever found working 
% much Miſchief to the Church of God, and the 
= Advancement of Truth ; Foxe on the one Side reſtrain- 
ing, and Hix E on the other Side corrupting the Teach- 
ers thereof. The latter of theſe is by much the niore 
dangerous; for under Fox c x, tho' no Thank to 
the Forcers, true Religion oft-times beft thrives and 
flouriſhes; but the Corruption of Teachers, .moſt com- 
8 monly the Effect of Hire, is the very Bane of Truth 
in them who are ſo corrupted. | 
Or Forces, not to be uſed in Matters of Religion, 
L have already ſpoken ; and fo ſtated Matters of Con- 
&X ſcience and Religion in Faith and divine Worſhip, 
and ſo ſever'd them from Blaſphemy and Hereſy, (the 
one being ſuch properly as is deſpiteful, the other ſuch 
as ſtands not to the Rule of Scripture, and both ef 
them not Matters of Religion, but rather againſt it) 
that to them who will yet uſe Force, this only Choice 
can be left, Whether they will force them to believe. 
to whomit is not given from above, being not forced 
thereto by any Principle of the Goſpel, which is now 
the only Diſpenſation of God to all Men, or whether 
being Proteſtants, they will puniſh in thoſe Things 
wherein the Proteſtant Rehgjon denies them to be 
| A 4 Judges, 
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Judges, either in themſelves infallible, or to the Con- 
ſciences of other Men: Or, whether laſtly, they think 
fit to puniſh Error, ſuppoſing they can be infallible 


that it is ſo, being not Wilful, but Conſcientious, and 
according to the beſt Light of him who errs, grounded 
on Scripture : Which kind of Error, all Men Religi- 
ous, or but only Reaſonable, have thought worthier of 
Pardon; and the Growth thercof to be prevented by 
Spiritual Mcans and Church Diſcipline, not by civil 
Laws and outward Force; ſince it is God only who 
gives as well to believe aright, as to believe at all; and 
by thoſe Means which he ordained ſufficiently in his 
Church, to the full Execution of his divine Purpoſe 
in the Goſpel. 

It remains now to ſpeak of Hire, the other Evil fo 
miſchievous in Religion, whereof I promiſed then to 
ſpeak farther, when I ſhould find God diſpoſing me, 
and Opportunity inviting. Opportunity I find now 
inviting, and apprehend therein the Concurrence of 


God diſpoſing; ſince the Maintenance of Church 
Miniſters, a Thing not properly belonging to the 
99 8 call'd for, 


Magiſtrates, and yet with ſu | 
and expected from him, 1s at preſent under publick 
Debate ; wherein leaſt any thing may happen to be 


determined and eſtabliſhed prejudicial to the Right and 

Freedom of the Church, or advantageous to ſuch as 
may be found Hirelings therein, it will now be moſt 
ſeaſonable ; and in theſe Matters wherein every Chriſ- 
tian hath his free Sufferage, no way miſbecoming 
Chriſtian Meekneſs to offer freely, without Diſparage- 7 
ment to the Wiſeſt, ſuch Advice as God ſhall incline | 


him, and enable him to propound. 


Since heretofore in Common- Wealths of moſt Fame 
for Government, Civil Laws were not eſtabliſhed till 
they had been firſt for certain Days publiſhed to the 
View of all Men, that who ſo pleaſed might 2 1 
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freely his Opinion thereof, and give in his Exceptions, 
ere the Law could paſs to a full Eſtabliſhment. And 
where ought this Equity to have more Place, then in 
the Liberty which is unſeparable from Chriſtian Religt- 
on? This, I am not ignorant, will be a Work unpleaſ- 


ing to ſome, tut what Truth is not hateful to ſome or 


other, as this, in Likelihood, will be to none but Hire- 
lings. And uff there be among them who hold it their 
Duty to ſpeak impartial Truth, as the Work of their 
Miniſtry, tho' not perform'd without Money, let 
them nor envy others who think the ſame no leſs their 
Duty, by the General Office of Chriſtianity, to ſpeak 
Truth, as in all Reaſon may be thought, more impar- 
tially, and unfuſp«Ctedly without Money. 

HIRE of itſelf, is neither a Thing unlawful, nor a 
Word of any evil Note, ſignifying no mg than a 
due Recomnence, or. Reward, as when ctr Saviour 
faith, The Labourer is worthy of his [{ire. That which 


makes it ſo dangerous in the Church, and properly 


makes the Hireling a Word always of evil Significa- 
tion, is either the Exceſs thereot, or the undue Man- 
ner of giving and taking it. 
War Harm the Excefs thereof brought to the 
Church, perhaps was not found by Experience, till 
the Days of Conſtantine ; wo, out of his Zeal, think- 
ing he could never be too liberally a Nurſing Father of 
the Church, might be not untitly ſaid, To have either 
overlaid it, or choaked it in the Nurſing. Which was 
foretold, as it is recorded in eccleſiaſtical Traditions, 
by a Voice heard from Heaven, on the very Day that 
thoſe great Donations and Church Revenues were 
given, crying aloud, This Day is Porſon poured into 
the Church; winch the Fvent ſoon after verity'd, as 
appears by another no leis ancient Obſervation, That 
Religion brought forib Wealth, and the Daughter de- 

woured the Mother, 
Bur 
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Bur longe'er Wealth came into the Church, fo ſoon 
as any Gain appeared in Religion Hirelings were appa- 
rent, drawn in long before by the very Scent thereof. 
Judas therefore, the firſt Hireling, for want of preſent 
Hire anſwerable to his coveting, from the ſmall Num- 
ber, or the Meanneſs of ſuch as then were the Religi- 
ous, ſold the Religion itſelf, with the Founder there- 
of, his Maſter. Simon Magus the next, in Hope only 
that preaching, and the Gitts of the Holy Ghoſt would, 
prove gaintul, offered beforehand a Sum of Money to 
obtain them. 

Nor long after, as the Apoſtle foretold, Iirelings, 
like Wolves, came in by Herds, gels xx. 29. For, I 
know this, that after my aeparling, Mall grievous Welves 
enter in among you, not ſparing the Fleck. Tit. i. 11. 
Teaching Things which they ought not, for filiby Lucre's 
Sake. 2 Pet. ii. 3. And through Covetouſneſs ſhall they 
with feigned Words make Merchandize of you. Yet they 
taught not falſe Doctrine only, but ſeeming Piety. 
1 Tim. vi. 5. Suppeſing that Gain is Godlineſs fo. Net- 
ther came they in of 1 only, but invited oft- 
times by a corrupt Audience. 2 Tim. iv. 3. For the 
Time will come hen they will not endure ſound Defrine, 
but after their own Luſts they will heap to tbemfel ves 
Teachers, having itching Ears. And they on the other 
Side, as faſt heaping to themſelves Diſciples, Acts xx. 

o. doubtleſs had as itching Palms. 2 Pet. ii. 15. 
Following the Ways of Balaam the Son 6 of Boſor, who 
Iroed the Wages of Unrighteouſneſs Jude 11. They ran 
greedily after. the Error of Balaam for Reward. 

Thus we {ce that not only the Exceſs of Tire in 
wealthieſt Times, but allo the undue and vicious tak- 
ing or giving it, tho' but {mall or mean, as in the pri- 
mitive Times, gave to Hirelings occaſion, tho' rot in- 
tended, yet ſutiicient, to creep at ſirit into the Church. 


Which allo argues the Pifliculty, or rather the lin- 
poſſibility 


out of the Cu ux en. 5 
poſſibility to remove them quite ; unleſs every Miniſter 


were, as St. Paul, contented to teach Gratis; but few 


ſuch are to be found. i 
As there fore we cannot juſtly take away all Hire in 


the Church, becauſe we cannot otherwiſe quite remove 


all Hirelings, ſo are we not from the Impoſſibility of 


removing them all, to uſe therefore no Endeavour 
that feweſt may come in; but rather, in regard of the 
Exil, do what we can, will always be incumbent andun- 
2 avoidable, and to uſe our utmoſt Diligence, how it may 
be leaſt Dangerous. Which will be likelieſt effected, 


if we conſider, firſt, what Recompence God hath or- 
dained ſhould be given to Miniſters of the Church; 
(for that a Recompence ought to be given them, and 
may by them juſtly be received, our Saviour himſelf 
from the very Light of Reaſon and of Equity hath de- 
clared, Luke x. 7. The Labourer is worthy of bis Hire) 
next by whom; and laſtly in what Manner. 

War Recompence ought to be given to Church 


= Miniſters, God hath anſwerably ordained according to 
that Difference which he hath manifeſtly put between 
* thoſe his two great Diſpenſations, the Law and the 
} Goſpel. Under the Law he gave them Tithes ; un- 
der the Goſpel having left all Things in his Church to 


Charity and chriſtian Freedom, he hath given them 
only what is juſtly given them. That, as well under 
the Goſpel as under the Law, fay our Engliſh Divines, 
and they only of all Proreſtants, is Tithes; and they 
ſay true, if any Man be ſo minded to give them of his 
own the Tenth or Twentieth: But that the Law there- 
fore of Tithes is in Force under the Goſpel, all other 
Proteſtant Divines, though equally concern'd, yet con- 
ſtantly deny. For altliough Hire to the Labourer be 
of moral and perpetual Right, yet that ſpecial kind of 


Hire, the Tenth, can be of no Right or Neceſſity, 


but to that ſpecial Labour for which God ordained it. 
| That 
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That 2 Labour was the levitical and ceremonial Ser- 
vice of the Tabernacle, Numb. xvui. 21, 31. which is now 
aboliſhed : The Right therefore of that Social Hire muſt 
needs be withal ah oliſhed, as being alſo ceremonial. That 
Tithes were Ceremonial isplain; not being given to the 
Levites till they had been art offered an Heave-Offering 
to the Lord, verſe 24, 28. He then who by that Law 
brings Tithes into the Goſpel ; of Neceſſity brings in 
withal a Sacrifice,and an Altar ; without which, Tithes 
by that Law were unſanctified and polluted, ver /. 32. and 
therefore never thought on in the firſt chriſtian Times, 
till Ceremonies, Altars, and Oblations, by an ancienter 
Corruption, were brought back long before. And yet 
the Jews ever ſince their Temple was deſtroyed, though 
they have Rabbies and Teachers of their Law, yet pay 
no Tithes, as having no Levites to whom, no Tem- 
ple where to pay them, no Altar whereon to hallow 
them ; which argues that the Fews themſelves never 
thought Tithes Moral, but Ceremonial only. That 
Chriſtians therefore ſhould take them up, when Jews 
have laid them down, muſt needs be very Abſurd and 
Prepoſterous. 

Nxxr, it is as clear in the ſame Chapter, that the 
Prieſts and Levites had not Tithes for their Labour 
only in the Tabernacle, but in regard they were to have 
no other Part nor Inheritance in the Land, verſe 20, 24. 
and by that Means for a Tenth loſt a Twelfth, But 
our Levites undergoing no ſuch Law of Deprivement, 
can have no Right to any ſuch Compenſation. Nay, if by 
this Law they will have Tithes, can have no Inheritance 
of Land, but forfeit what they have. Beſides this, 
Tithes were of two Sorts, thoſe of every Year, and 
thoſe of every third Year: Of the former, every one 
that brought his Tithes, was to eat his Share, Deut. 
XIV. 23. Thou ſbalt eat before the Lord thy God, in the 


Place which ye ſhall chuſe to Place his Name mo the 
fs ithe 
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Tithe of thy Corn, of thy Wine, and of thine Oil, &c. 
Nay, though he could not brirg his Tithe in Kind, 
by Reaſon of his diſtant dwelling from the Tabernacle 
or Temple, but was thereby forc'd to turn it into Mo- 
ney, he was to beſtow that Money on whatſoc ver 
pleaſed him; Oxen, Sheep, Wine, or ſtrong Drink; 
and to eat and drink thereof there before the Lord both 
he and his Houſhold, verſe 24, 25, 26. As tor the 
Tithes of every third Year, they were not only given 

to the Levite, but to the Stranger, the Fatherleſs and 
the Widow, verſe 28, 29, and Chap. xxvi. 12, 13. 
So that ours, if they will have Tithes, muſt admit of 
theſe Sharcrs with them. Nay, theſe Tithes were not 
paid in at all to the Levite, but the Levite himſelf was 
to come with thoſe his fellow Gueſts and eat his Share 
of them only at his Houſe who provided them; and 
this not in Regard of his miniſterial Office, but becauſe 
he had no Part nor Inheritance in the Land. 

LasTLy, the Prieſts and Levites, a Tribe, were 
of a far different Conſtitution from this of our Miniſters 
under the Goſpel : In them were Orders and De 
both by Family, Dignity, and Office, mainly diſtin- 
guiſhed ; the High Prieſt, his Brethren and his Sons, 
to whom the Levites themſelves paid Tithes, and of 
the beſt, were eminently Superior. Numb. xviii. 28, 
29. No Proteſtant, I ſuppoſe, will liken one of our 
Miniſters to a High Prieſt, but rather to a common 
| Levite. Unleſs then to keep their Tithes, they mean 
to bring back again Biſhops, Archbiſhops and the 
whole Gang of Prelatry, to whom will they themſelves 

y Tithes, as by that Law it was a Sin to them, it 
chey did not, verſe 32. Certainly this muſt needs put 
them to a deep Demur, while the Deſire of holding 
faſt their Tithes without Sin, may tempt them to bring 
back again Biſhops as the likeneſs of that Hierarchy 


that ſhould receive Tithes from them, and the Deſire 
to 


D 
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to pay none, may adviſe them to keep out of the 
Church all Orders above them. But if we have to do 
at preſent, as I ſuppoſe we have, with true reformed 
_ Proteſtants, not with Papiſts or Prelates, it will not be 
denied that in the Goſpel there be but two miniſterial 
Degrees, Preſbiters and Deacons : Which if they 
contend to have any Succeſſion, Reference of, or Con- 
formity with thoſe two Degrees under the Law, Prieſts 
and Levites, it muſt needs be fuch whereby our Preſ- 
biters or Miniſters may be anſwerable to Prieſts, and 
our D-acons to Levites : By which Rule of Proportion it 
will follow, that we muſt pay out Tithes to the Deacons 
only, and they only to the Miniſters. But if it be truer 
yet that the Prieſthood of Aaron typify'd a better Re- 
ality, 1 Pet ii. 5. ſignifying the Chriſtian true and 
boly Prieſthood, to cffer up ſpiritual Sacrifice, it follows 
hence, that we are now juſtly exempt from paying 
Tithes, to any who claim from Aaron, ſince that Prieſt - © 
hood is in us now real, which in him was but a Shadow. | 
Seeing then by all this which hath been ſhewn, that 
the Law of Tithes is partly Ceremonial, as the Work 
was for which they were given, partly Judicial, not of 
common, but of particular Right to the Tribe of Levi, | 
nor to them alone, but to the Owner alſo and his Hou- 
ſhold, at the Time of their Offering, and every three 
Years to the Stranger, the Fatherleſs, and the Widow, 
their appointed Sharers, and that they were a Tribe of 
Prieſts and Deacons improperly compared to the Con- 
ſtitution of Miniſtry, and the Tithes given by that 
People to thoſe Deacons only ; it follows, that onr 
Miniſters at this Day, being neither Prieſts nor Levites; i 
not fitly anſwering to cither of them, can have no juſt | 
Title or Pretence to Tithes, by any Conſequence drawn | 
from the Law of Moſes. 
Bur they think they have yet a better Plea in the 


Example of Melchiſedick, who took Tithes of Abram 
| ; e'er 
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&er the Law was given: Whence they would infer 
Tithes to be of moral Right. But they ought to know, 


bor to remember, that not Examples, but expreſs Com- 


mands oblige our Obedience to God or Man : Next, 
that whatſoever was done in Religion, before the Law 


2 written, is not preſently to be counted Moral, when as 
ſo many Things were then done both Ceremonial and 


judaically Judicial, that we need not doubt to conclude 
all times before Chriſt, more or leſs under the ceremo- 
nial Law. To what End ſerved elſe thoſe Altars and 
Sacrifices, that Diſtinction of Clean and Unclean en- 
tring into the Ark, Circumciſion, and the railing up 
of Seed to the elder Brother, Gen. xxxvin. $? It theſe 


b Things be not Moral, though before the Law, how 


are Tithes, though in the Example of Abram and 
Melchiſedick ? But this Inſtance is fo far from being 


the juſt ground of a Law, that after all Circumſtances 
- duly weighed both from Gen. xiv. and Heb. vii. it will 
not be allowed them ſo much as an Example. Melcbi- 


ſedick, beſides his prieſtly Benediction, brought with 
him Bread and Wine ſufficient to refreſh Abram and 
his whole Army, incited to do fo, firſt by the ſecret 


Providence of God, intending him for a Type of Chriſt 


and his Prieſthood ; next by his due Thankfulneſs and 
Honour to Abram, who had freed his Borders of Salem 
from a potent Enemy : Abram on the other ſide hon- 
ours him with the Tenth of all, that is to ſay, (for he 
took not ſure his whole Eſtate with him to that War ) 
of the Spoils, Heb. vii. 4. Incited he alſo by the ſame 


{ ſecret Providence, to ſignify as Grandfather of Levi, 


that the Levitical Prieſthood was excell'd by the Prieſt- 
hood of Chriſt. For the giving of a Tenth declared it 
ſeems in thoſe Countries and Times him the greater 
who received it. That which next incited him, was 
partly his Gratitude to requite the Preſent, partly his 


Reverence to the Perſon and his Benediction: To his 
378 Perſon, 
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Perſon, as a King and Prieſt ; greater therefore than 
Aram; who was a Prieſt alſo, but not a King. And 
who unhired will be ſo hardy as to ſay, that ram at 
any other Time ever paid him Tithes, either before or 
after ; or had then, but for this acci lental Meeting 
and Oblig ment; or that elſe Aelchiſedick had de- 
manded or exacted them, or took them otherwiſe than 
as the voluntary Gift of Abram ? But our Miniſters, 
though neither Prieſts nor Kings more than any other 
Chriſtians, greater in their own Eſteem than Abram and 
all his Seed, for the verbal Labour of a ſeventh Day's 
Preachment, not bringing, like Melchiſedick, Bread or 
Wine at their own Coſt, would not take only at the 
willing Hand of Liberality or Gratitude, but require 
and exact as due the Tenth, not of Spoils, but of our 
whole Eſtates and Labours ; not once, but yearly. 
We then it ſeems by the Example of ram muſt pay 
Tithes to theſe Melchiſedicks ! But what if the Perſon 
of Abram can either no Way repreſent us, or will o- 
blige the Miniſters to pay Tithes no leg than other 
Men ? Abram had not only a Prieſt in his Loins, but 
was himſelf a Prieſt ; and gave Tithes to Melchiſedick 

either as Grandfather of Levi, or. as Father of the 
Faithful. If as Grandfather ( though he underſtood 
it not) of Levi, he oblig'd not us but Levi only, the 
inferior Prieſt, by that Homage ( as the Apoſtle to 
the Hebrews clearly enough explains ) to acknowledge 
the Greater. 

Anp they who by Melchiſedick claim from Abram 
as Levi's Grandfather, have none to ſeek their Tithes 
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Abram as Father of the Faithful paid Tithes to Mal- 
chi ſedicł, then certainly the Miniſters alſo, if they be 
of that Number, paid in him equally with the reſt. 
Which may induce us to believe, that as both Aram 
and Melcbiſedick, fo Tithes allo in that Action Typical 

and 
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and Ceremonial, ſignified nothing elſe but that Sub- 
jection, which all the Faithſul, both Miniſters and 
People, owe to Chriſt, our High Prieſt and King. In 
a literal Senſe from this Example they never will be 
able to extort, that People in thoſe Days paid Tithes 
to Prieſts ; but this only, that one Prieſt once in his 
Life, of Spoils only, and in requital partly of a liberal 
Preſent, partly of a Benediction, gave voluntary 
Tithes, not to a greater Prieſt than himſelf as far as 
Abram could then underſtand, but rather to a Prieſt 
and King joined in one Perſon. They will reply, per- 
haps, that if one Prieſt paid Tithes to another, it m 
needs be underſtood that the People did no leſs to the 
Prieſt. But I ſhall eaſily remove that Neceſſity by re- 
membring them, that in thoſe Days there was no Prieſt 
but the Father, or the Firſt-born, of each Family; and 
by Conſequence no People to pay him Tithes, bur his 
own Children and Servants, who had not wherewithal 
to pay him, but of his own. Yet grant that the Peo- 
ple then paid Tithes, there will not yet be the like 
Reaſon to enjoyn us; they being under their Ceremo- 
nies, a meer Laity, we now under Chriſt, a Royal 
Prieſthood, 1 Pet. ii. 9. as we are Co-heirs, Kings and 
Prieſts with him, a Prieſt for ever after the Order or 
Manner of Melchiſedick. 
As therefore Abram paid Tithes to Melchiſedick, 
xecaule Levi was in him, ſo we ought to pay none, 
becauſe the true Melchiſedick is in us, and we in Him, 
ho can pay to none greater, and hath freed us by our 
Union with Himſelf, from all compulſive Tributes and 
axcs in His Church. Neither doth the collateral 
Place, Zeb. vii. make other Uſe of this Story, than 
o prove Chriſt, perſonated by Melchiſedick, a greater 
Prieſt than Aaron, verſe 4. Now conſider how great 
bis Man was, &c, and proves not in the leaſt Man- 
er, that Tithes be of any Right ro Miniſters, but 
"EW B che 
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 liveth. Which Words intimate, that as he offered 


the contrary. Firſt, the Levites had « Commandment to 
take Tithes of the People according to the Law, that is, of 
their Brethren, tho" they came out of the Loins of Abra- 
ham, ver/e 35. The Commandment then was, it ſeems, 
to take Tithes of the Jews only, and according to the 
the Law. That Law changing of Neceſſity with the 
Prieſthood, no other Sort of Miniſters, as they muſt 
needs be another Sort under another Prieſthood, can 
receive that Tribute of Tithes which fell with that Law, 
unleſs renew'd by another expreſs Command, and ac- 
cording to another Law: No ſuch Law is extant. 

Nxxr, Melchiſedick, not as a Miniſter, but as 
Chriſt himſelf in Perſon bleſſed Abram, who bad the 
Promiſes, verſe 6. and in him bleſſed all, both Mini- 
ſters and People, both of the Law and Goſpel: That 
Bleſſing declar'd him greater and better than whom he 
blefſed, verſe 7. receiving Tithes from them all not 
as a Maintenance, which Melchrfedick needed not, but 
as # Sign of Homage and Subjection to their King and 
Prieſt : Whereas Miniſters bear not the Perſon of 
Chriſt in his Prieſthood or Kingſhip, bleſs not as he 
bleſſes, are not by their Bleſſing greater than Abram, 
and all the Faithful with themſelves included in him, 
cannot bottr give and take Tithes in Abram, cannot 
claim to themfelves that Sign of our Allegiance due 
only to our eternal King and Prieſt, cannot therefore 
derive Tithes from Melchiſedick. Laſtly, the eighth 
Verſe hath thus: Here Men that die receive Tithes : 
There be receiv d them, of whom it is witneſſed that be 


himſelf once for us, ſo he receiv'd once of us in A 
5rem, and in that Place, the Typical Acknowledg- 
ment of our Redemption: Which had it been a per- 
petual Annuity to Chriſt, by him claim'd as his Due, 
Ledi muſt have paid it yearly as well as then, verſe 9. 
and our Miniſters ought ſtill to ſome 3 or 
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other, as well now as they did in Abram. But that 
Chriſt never claim'd any ſuch Tenth as His Annual 
Due, much leſs reſign'd it to the Miniſters, His fo 
officious Receivers, without expreſs Commiſſion, or 
Aſſignment, will be yet clearer as we proceed. Thus 
much may at length aſſure us, that this Example of 
Abram and Melchiſedick, tho” I ſee of late they build 
moſt upon it, can ſo little be the Ground of any Law 
to us, that it will not ſo much avail them as to the 
Authority of an Example. 

Or like Impertinence is that Example of Jacob, 
Gen. xxviii. 22. who of his free Choice, not enjoyn'd 
by any Law, vow'd the Tenth of all that God ſhould 
ure him : Which for ought appears to the contrary, 

e vow'd as a Thing no leſs indifferent before his Vow, 
than the forgoing Part thereof; tbat the Stone which 
he had ſet there for a Pillar, ſhould be God's Houſe. 
And to whom vow'd he this Tenth, but to God, not 
to any Prieſt ; for we read of none to him greater than 
himſelf: And to God, no doubt, but he paid what he 
vow'd, both in the building of that Bethe}, with other 
Altars elſewhere, and the Expence of his continual 
Sacrifices, which none but he had right to offer. 
However therefore he paid his Tenth, it could in no 
Likelihood, ( unlefs by ſuch an Occaſion as befel his 
Grandfather ) be to any Prieſt. But fay they, All tbe 
Tithe of the Land, whether of the Seed of the Land, or 
of the Fruit of the Tree, is the Lord's Holy unto the 

ord, Levit. xxvii. 30. And this before it was grven 
to the Levites, therefore ſince they ceas d. No queſt- 
ion; For the whole Earth is the Lord's, and the Ful- 
neſs thereof, Pſal. xxiv. 1. and the Light of Nature 
ſhews us no lefs : But that the Tenth is his more than 
reſt, how know I, but as he ſo declares it? He de- 
clares it ſo here of the Land of Canaan only, as by all 
Circumſtance appears; * paſſes by Deed of _ — 
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Tenth to the Levite; yet ſo as offer'd to him firſt a. 
Heave-Offering, and conſecrated on his Altar, Numb. 
xviii. all which I had as little known, but by that 
Evidence. The Levites are ceas'd, the Gifts return 
to the Giver : How then can we know that he hath 
given it to any other, or how can theſe Men preſume 
to take it un-ofer'd firſt to God, unconſecrated, with- 
out any other clear and expreſs Donation, whercot 
they ſhew no Evidence or Writing ? Beſides he hath 
now alienated that holy Land : Who can warrantably 
affirm, that he hath ſince allow'd the Tenth of his 
Land, which none but God hath Power to do, or can 
warrant ? Their laſt Proof they cite out of the Goſpel, 
which makes as little for them, Matt. xxiii. 23. where 
our Saviour denouncing Woe to the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, who paid Tithes ſo exactly, and omitted weigh- 
tier Matters, tells them, That theſe they ought to have 
done, that is, to have paid Tithes. For our Saviour 
ſpake then to thoſe who obſerv'd the Law of Moſes, 
wliich was not yet fully abrogated, till the Deſtruction 
of the Temple. And by the Way, here we may ob- 
ſerve out of their own Proof, that the Scribes aad Pha- 
riſees, tho” then chief Teachers of the People, ſuch at 
leaſt as were not Levites, did not take Tithes, but 
paid them : So much leſs covetous were the Scribes 
and Phariſees in thoſe worſt Times, than ours at 
this Day. 

Tunis is ſo apparent to the Reform'd Divines of 
other Countries, that when any one of ours hath at- 
tempted in Latin to maintain this Argument of Tithes, 
thoꝰ a Man would think they might ſuffer him with- 
out Oppoſition, in a Point equally tending to the Ad- 
vantage of all Miniſters, yet they forbear not to op. 

ſe him, as in a Doctrine not fit to paſs unoppos'd 
under the Goſpel, Which ſhews the Modeſty, the 
Contentedneſs of thoſe Foreign Paſtors, with the 
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Maintenance given them ; their Sincerity alſo in the 
Truth, tho' leſs gainful, and the Avariceof ours: Who, 
through the Love of their old Papiſtical Tythes, con- 
ſider not the weak Arguments, or rather ConjeCturcs 
and Surmiſes which they bring to defend them. 

On the other Side, altho' it be ſufficient to have 
prov'd in general the aboliſhing of Tythes, as part of 
the Judaical or Ceremonial Law, which is aboliſh'd all, 
as well that before, as that after Moſes, yet 1 ſhall 
further prove them abrogated by an expreſs Ordinance 
of the Goſpel, founded not on any Type, or that 
municipal Law of Moſes, bur on Moral, and general 
Equity, given us inſtead: 1 Cor. 9. 13, 14. Know 
ye not, that they who miniſter about Holy Things, live 
of the Things of the Temple; and they which wait at the 
Altar, are Partakers with the Altar ? So alſo the Lord 
bath ordain'd, that they who preach the Goſpel, ſhould 
live of the Goſpel. He faith not, ſhould live on 
Things which were of the Temple, or of the Altar, 
of which were Tythes, for that had given them a clear 
Title: But abrogating that former Law of Moſes, 
which determin'd what, and how much, by a later 
Ordinance of Chriſt, which leaves thee what and how 

much indefinite and free, ſo it be ſufficient to live 
on, he ſaith, The Lord hath ſo ordain'd, that they who 
preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel ; which hath 
neither Temple, Altar, nor Sacrifice; Heb. vii. 13. 
For he of whom theſe Things are ſpoken, pertaineth ts 
another Tribe, of which no Man gave Attendance at the 
Altar.: His Miniſters therefore cannot thence have 
Tythes. And where the Lord hath fo ordain'd, we 
may find eaſily in more than one Evangeliſt, Luke 10. 
7, 8. In the ſame Houſe remain, eating and drinking 
ſuch Things as they give: For the Labourer is worthy 
of bis Hire, &c. And into whatſoever City you enter, 
and they receive you, eat ſuch Things as are ſet before 
I. B 3 | don, 
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you. To which Ordinance of Chriſt it may ſeem like- 
lieſt, that the Apoſtle refers us both here, and 1 Tim. 
v. 18. where he cites this as the ſaying of our Saviour, 
That the Labourer is worthy of his Hire: And both 
by this Place of Luke, and that of Matth. x. 9, 10, 
11. it evidently appears, that our Saviour ordain'd no 
certain Maintenance for his Apoſtles, or Miniſters, 
publickly or privately; in Houſe or City receiv*d, but 
that, whatever it were, which might ſuffice to live 
on: And this not commanded or proportion'd by 
Abram or by Moſes, whom he might eaſily have here 
cited, as his Manner was, but declar'd only by a Rule 
of common Equity, which proportions the Hire, as 
well to the Ability of him who gives, as to the Labour 
of him who receives; and recommends him only as 
worthy, not inveſts him with a legal Right. 

Ap mark whereon he grounds this his Ordinance, 
not on a perpetual Right of Tythes from Melchiſedeck, 
as Hirelings pretend, which he never claim'd either 
for Himſelf, or for his Miniſters, but on the plain 
and common Equity of rewarding the Labourer ; 
worthy ſometimes of ſingle, ſometimes-of double Hon- 
our, not proportionable by Tythes. And the Apoſtle 
in this forecited Chapter to the Corinthians, Verſe 11. 
affirms it to be no great Recompence, If Carnal Things 
be reap'd for Spiritual ſown, but to mention Tythes, 
neglects here the fitteſt Occaſion that could be offer'd 
him, and leaves the reſt free and undetermin'd. 

CERTAINLY, if Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, had ap- 
prov'd of T ythes, they would have either by Writing, 
or Tradition, recommended them to the Church : 
And that ſoon would have appear'd in the Practice of 
thoſe Primitive, and the next Ages ; but for the firſt 
three hundred Years and more, in all the Eccleſiaſtical 
Story, I find no ſuch Doctrine or Example: Tho? 
Error by that Time, had brought back again Prieſts, 

Altars, 


out of the Cavrcu. 17 


Altars, and Oblations; and in many other Points of 
Religion, had miſcrably Judaiz'd the Church. So 
that the Defenders of Tythes, after a long Pomp, and 
tedious Preparation out of Heathen Authors, telling 
us, that Tythes were paid to Hercules and Apollo, which 
E was imitated from the Jets, and as it were 
ſpeaking our Expectation, that they will abound 
much more with Authorities out of Chriſtian Story, 
have n>thing of general Approbation to begin with 
from the firſt three or four Ages, but that which abun- 
dantly ſerves to the Confutation of their Tythes ; while 
they confeſs that Church-Men in thoſe Ages, liv'd 
meerly upon free-will Offerings. Neither can they 
ſay, that Tythes were not then paid, for want of a 
Civil Magiſtrare to ordain them, for Chriſtians hag 
then alſo Lands, and might give out of them what 
they pleas'd; and yet of Tythes then given, we find 
no mention. And the firſt Chriſtian Emperors, whg 
did all Things as Biſhops advis'd them, ſupply'd 
what was wanting to the Clergy, not out of ILythes, 
which were never mention'd, but out of their own 
Imperial Revenues, as is manifeſt in Euſebius, Thee- 
doret, and Sozomen, from Conſtantine tio Arcadius. 
Hence thoſe ancienteſt reform'd Churches of the Hal- 
denſes, if they rather continued not pure ſince the 
Apoſtles, deny'd that T'ythes were to be given, or that 
they were ever given in- the Primitive Church, as ap- 
pears by an ancient Tractate inſerted in the Bohemian 

Hiſtory. 
Tuus far hath the Church been always, whether in 
her Prime, or in her ancierteſt Reformation, from the 
approving of Tythes; nor without Reaſon; for they 
might caſily perceive that Tythes were fitted to the 
Fews only, a National Church of many incympleat 
Synagogues, uniting the Accompliſhment of Diving 
Worſhip in one Temple, and the Levites there had 
B 4 rhei 
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their Tythes paid where they did their bodily-Work, 
to which a particular Tribe was ſet apart by Divine 
Appointment, not by the People's Election. But the 
Chriſtian Church is univerſal, not ty'd to Nation, 
Dioceſs, or Pariſh, but conſiſting of many particular 
Churches compleat in themſelves, gather*'d, not by 
Compulſion, or the Accident of dwelling nigh toge- 
ther, but by free Conſent, chuſing both their particu- 
| lar Church, and their Church-Officers ; whereas if 
'M Tythes be ſet up, all theſe Chriſtian Privileges will 
of be diſturb'd, and ſoon loſt, and with them Chriſtian 
4 Liberty. | | 
1. Tux firſt Authority which our Adverſaries bring, 
after thoſe fabulous Apoſtolick Canons, which they 
4 dare not inſiſt upon, is a Provincial Council held at 
i Cullen, where they voted Tythes to be God's Rent, in 
1 the Year three Hundred fifty- ſix; at the ſame Time, 
perhaps, when the three Kings reign'd there, and of 
like Authority. For to what Purpoſe do they bring 
| theſe trivial Teſtimonies, by which they might as well 
prove Altars, Candles at Noon, and the greateſt Part 
of thoſe Superſtitions, ftch*d from Paganiſm or Fewiſm, 
which the Papiſt, inveigl'd by this fond Argument of 
Antiquity, retains to this Day? To what Purpoſe 
thoſe Decrees of I know not what Biſhops, to a Par- 
| arliament and Pcople who have thrown out both 
Biſhops and Altars, and promis'd all Reformation by 
the Word of God? And that Altars brought Tythes 
hither, as one Corruption begot another, 1s evident 
by one of thoſe Queſtions which the Monk Auſtin pro- 
pounded to the Pope, . Concerning thoſe Things, which 
by Offering, of the Faithful came to the Altar, as Beda 
writes, JI. 1. c. 27. If then by theſe Teſtimonies 
we mult have Tythes continued, we muſt again have 
Altars. | 
Or Fathers, by Cuſtom fo call'd, they quote Am- 
OY broſe, 
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broſe, Auguſtin, and ſome other Ceremonial Doctors 
of the ſame Leaven ; whoſe Aſſertion, without perti- 
nent Scripture, no reform'd Church can admit: And 
what they vouch, is founded on the Law of Moſes, 
with which, every where pititully miſtaken, they again 
incorporate the Goſpel; as did the reſt alſo of thoſe 
Titular Fathers, perhaps an Age or two before them, 
by many Rights and Ceremonies, both Jewiſb and 
Heatheniſh introduced; whereby thinking to gain all, 
they loſt all: And inſtead of winning Fews and Pagans 
to be Chriſtians, by two much condeſcending, they 
turn'd Chriſtians into Jews and Pagans. To heap 
ſuch unconvincing Citations as theſe in Religion, 
whereof the Scripture only is our Rule, argues not 
much Learning nor Judgment, but the loſt Labour of 
much unprofitable Reading. And yet a late bot Quæriſt 
for Tythes, whom ye may know by his Wits lying ever 
beſide him in the Margent, to be ever beſide his Wits 
in the Text, a fierce Reformer once, now ranckled 
with a contrary Heat, would ſend us back, very re- 
formedly indeed, to learn Reformation fiom Tyndarus 
and Rebuffus, two Canonical Promoters. 

THEy produce next, the ancient Conſtitutions of 
this Land, Saxon Laws, Edicts of Kings, and their 
Counſels, from Altheſtan, in the Year nine Hundred 
Twenty Eight, that Tithes by Statute were paid : 
And might produce from Ina, above two Hundred 
Years before, that Romeſcot, or Peter's Penny, was by 
as good Statute Law paid to the Pope, from Seven 
Hundred Twenty Five, and almoſt as long continued. 
And who knows not that this Law of Tithes, was en- 
acted by thoſe Kings and Barons, upon the Opinion 
they had of their divine Right, as the very Words 
import of Edward the Confeſſor, in the Cloſe of that 
Law: For /o bleſſed Auſtin preach'd and taught ; mean- 
ing the Monk, who fr{t brought the Romiſb Religion 
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into England from Gregory the Pope. And by the 
Way I add, that by theſe Laws, imitating the Law of 
Moſes, the third Part of Tithes only was the Prieſt's 
Due ; the other two were appointed for the Poor, and 
to adorn, or repair Churches; as the Canons of Ecbert 
or Elfrick witneſs. Concil. Brit. If then theſe Laws 
were founded upon the Opinion of divine Authority, 
and that Authority be found miſtaken and erroneous, 
as hath been fully manifeſted, it follows that theſe Laws 
fall of themſelves, with their falſe Foundations. But 
with what Face or Conſcience can they alledge Moſes, 
or theſe Laws for Tithes, as they now enjoy, or exact 
them: whereof Moſes ordains the Owner, as we heard 
before, the Stranger, the Fatherleſs and the Wicow, 
Partakers with the Levite; and theſe Fathers which 
they cite, and theſe, tho* Romiſb, rather than Engliſh 
Laws, allotted both to Prieſt and Biſhop the third 
Part only. 

B u T theſe our Proteſtant, theſe our new reformed 
Enpliſh Preſbiterian Divines, againſt their own cited 
Authors, and to the *Shame of their pretended Re- 
formation, would engroſs to themſelves all Tithes by 
Statute ; and ſupported more by their wilful Obſtinacy 
and deſire of filthy Lucre, than by theſe both inſuffi- 
cient and impertinent Authorities, would perſwade a 
Chriſtian Magiſtracy and Parliament, whom we truſt 
God hath reſtor'd for a happier Reformation, to im- 

| poſe upon us a Judaical Ceremonial Law, and yet 
trom that Law to be more irregular and unwar- 
table, more complying with a covetous Clergy 
_ = of thoſe Popiſh Kings and Parliaments al- 
dged. | 

ANOTHER Shift they have to plead, that Tithes 
may be Moral as well as the Sabbath, a Tenth of 
Fruits, as well as a Seventh of Days: I anſwer, that 
the Prelates, who urge this Argument, have leaſt Ty i 
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fon to uſe it ; denying Morality in the Sabbath, and 
therein better agreeing with reform'd Churches abroad 
than the reſt of our Divines. As therefore the Seventh 
Day is not Moral, but a convenient Recourſe of Wor- 
ſnip in fit Seaſon, whether Seventh or other Number, 
ſo neither is the Tenth of our Goods, but only a conve- 
nient Subſiſtence morally due to Miniſters. 

Tur laſt, and loweſt Sort of their Arguments, 
that Men purchas'd not their Tithe with their Land, 
and ſuch like Petty-foggery, I omit, as refuted ſuffi- 
ciently by others: I omit alſo their violent and irreli- 
gious Exactions, related no leſs credibly : Their ſeiz- 
ing of Pots and Pans from the Poor, who have as 
good Right to Tithes as they; from ſome, the very 
Beds; their ſuing and impriſoning; worſe than when 
the Canon Law was in Force; worſe than when thoſe 
wicked Sons of Eli were Prieſts, whoſe Manner was 
thus to ſeize their pretended prieſtly Due by Force, 
1 Sam. 11. &c. Whereby Men abhorr'd the Offering 4 
the Lord; and it may be fear'd, that many will muc 
abhor the Goſpel, if ſuch Violence as this be ſuffered 
in her Miniſters, and in that which they alſo pretend 
to be the Offering of the Lord. For thoſe Sons of 
Belial, within fome Limits made Scizure of what they 
knew was their own by an undoubted Law; but theſe, 
from whom there is no Sanctuary, ſeize out of Men's 
Grounds, out of Men's Houſes, their other Goods, of 
double, ſometimes of treble Value, for that, which 
did not Covetouſneſs and Rapine blind them, they 
knaw to be not their own by the Goſpel which they 

reach, of ſome more tollerable than theſe, thus ſevere- 

God hath ſpoken, Eſa. xlix. 10, &c. They are 

greedy Dogs; they all look to their oπ mu Way, every one 
for his Gain, from his Quarter. 

Wir what Anger then will he judge them who 


ſtand not looking, but under Colour of a divine Right, 
4 4 } fet ch 
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fetch by Force that which is not their own, taking His 
Name not in vain, but in Violence ? Not content as 
Gehazi was to make a cunning, but a conſtrain'd Ad- 
Vantage of what their Maſter bids them give freely, 
Sho can they but return ſmitten, worſe than that ſhark- 
ing Miniſter, with a ſpiritual Leproſy ? And yet they 
cry out Sacrilege, that Men will not be gull'd and bat- 
fled the Tenth of their Eſtates, by giving Credit to 
frivolous Pretences of divine Right. 

WRAERE did God ever clearly declare to all Nations, 
or in all Lands (and none but Fools part with their 
Eſtates, without cleareſt Evidence, on bare Suppoſals 
and Preſumptions of them who are the Gainers thereby) 
that he required the Tenth as cue to Him or His Son 
perpetually, and in all Places? Where did he demand 
it, that we might certainly know, as in all Claims of 

("10 Temporal Right is Juſt and Reaſonable ? Or it de- 
101 manded, where did he aſſign it, or by what evident 
4 Conveyance to Miniſters? Unleſs they can demonſtrate 
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better to Tithes, than the Title of Gebazi was to thoſe 
Things, which by abuſing his Maſter's Name, he 
rook'd from Naaman. Much leſs, where did he com- 
mand that Tithes ſhould be fetch'd by Force, where 
left not under the Goſpel whatever his Right was, to 
the Freewil-Offerings of Men? Which is the greater 
Sacrilege, to belye divine Authority, to make the 
Name of Chriſt acceſſary to Violence, and robbing him 
of the very Honour which he aim'd at, in beſtowing 
freely the Goſpel, to commit Simony and Rapin, 
both Secular and Eccleſiaſtical ; or on the other Side, 
not to give up the Tenth of civil Right and Propriety, 
to the Tricks and Impoſtures of Clergy-Men, contriv'd 
with all the Art and Argument that their Bellies can in- 
very or ſuggeſt ; yet ſo ridiculous and preſuming on the 
People's Dulneſs or Superſtition, as to think they prove 


the 


this by more than Conjectures, their Title can be no 
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the divine Right of their Maintenance, by Abram pay- 
ing Tithes to Melchiſedick, when as Me'chiſedick in that 
Paſſage, rather gave Maintenance to Abram ; in whom 
all, both Prieſts and Miniſters, as well as Lay-Men, 
paid Tithes, not receiv'd them. 6 

Ax p becauſe I affirm'd above, beginning this firſt 


Part of my Diſcourſe, that God hath given to Mini- 


ſters of the Goſpel that Maintenance only which is juſt- 
ly giventhem, let us ſee a little what hath been thought 
of that other Maintenance beſides Tithes, which all 
Proteſtants, our Engliſh Divines, either only, or moſt 
apparently both require and take. Thoſe are Fees for 
Chriſtnings, Marriages, and Burials; which, tho' 
whoſo will may give freely ; yet being not of Right, 
but of free Gift, if they be exacted or eſtabliſhed, they 
become unjuſt to them who are otherwiſe maintain'd ; 
and of ſuch evil Note, that even the Council of Trent, J. 
2, p. 240. makes them liable to the Laws againſt Simony, 
who take or demand Fees for the Adminiſtring of any 
Sacrament: Che la ſinodo volendo levare gli abuft intro- 


dotti, &c. And in the next Page, with like Severity, 


condemns the giving or taking for a Benefice, and the 
celebrating of Marriages, Chriſtnings, and Burials, for 
Fees exacted or demanded : Nor counts it leſs Simony 
to ſell the Ground, or Place of Burial. And in a State 
Aſſembly at Orleans, 1561, it was decreed, Che non 


i poteſſe effi ger coſa alcuna, &c. p. 429. That nothing 


ſhould be exadted for the adminiſtring Sacraments, Burials, 
or any other Spiritual Function. 
 Tmvs much that Council, of all others the moſt 
Popiſh, and this Aſſembly of Papiſts, tho' by their 
own Principles, in Bondage to the Clergy, were in- 
duced, either by their own Reaſon and Shame, or by 
the Light of Reformation then ſhining in upon them, 
or rather by the known Canons of many Councils and 
Synods long before, % condemn of Symoyy, Spiritual 
By Fees 
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Fees demanded. For if the Miniſter be maintained for 
his whole Miniſtry, Why ſhould he be twice paid for 
any Part thereof ? Why ſhould he, like a Servant, 
ſeck Vailes over and above his Wages ? As for Chriſt- 
nings, either they themſelves call Men to Baptiſm, or 
Men of themſelves come: If Miniſters invite, how ill 
bad it becom'd John the Baptiſt, to demand Fees for 
his Baptizing, or Chriſt for his Chriſtnings ? Far leſs 
becomes it theſe now, with a Greedineſs lower than 
that of a Tradeſman, calling Paſſengers to their Shop, 
and yet paid beforehand, to aſk again, for doing that 
which thoſe their Founders did freely. 

Is Men of themſelves come to be Baptized, they 
are either brought by ſuch as already pay the Miniſter, 
or come to be one of his Diſciples and Maintainers : 
Of whom to aſk a Fee as it were for Entrance, is a 

iece of paultry Craft or Caution, befitting none but 

ggerly Artiſts. Burials and Marriages are ſo little to 
be any Part of their Gain, that they who conſider 
well, may find them to be no Part of their Function. 
At Burials their Attendance they alledge on the Corps 
all the Gueſts do as much unhired : But their Prayers 
at the Grave; ſuperſtitiouſly required: Yet if required, 
their laſt Performance to the deceaſed of their own 
Flock. But the Funeral Sermon, at their Choice: 
Or if not, an Occaſion offer'd them to preach out of 
Seaſon, which is one Part of their Office. But ſome- 
thing mult be ſpoken in Praiſe : If due, their Duty ; 
if undue, their Corruption: A peculiar Simony of our 
Divines in England, only. But the Ground 1s broken, 
and eſpecially their unrightcous Poſſeſſion, the Chan- 
cel. To ſell that will nor only raiſe up in Judgment 
the Council of Trent againit them, but will looſe them 
the beſt Champion of Tithes, their zealous Antiquary, 
Sir Henry Spelman ; who in a Book written to that 


Purpoſe, by many cited Canons, and ſome even of 
Times 
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Times corrupteſt in the Church, proves that Fees ex- 
acted or demanded for Sacraments, Marriages, Burials, 
and eſpecially for interring, are wicked, accurſed, Si. 
monaical and abominable. 

Yer thus is the Church, for all this Noiſe of Re- 
formation, left ſtill unreformed, by the Cenſure of 
their own Synods, their own Favourers, a Den of 
Theives and Robbers. As for Marriages, that Mini- 
ſters ſhould meddle with them, as not ſanctified or 
legitimate without Celebration, I find no Ground in 
Scripture either of Precept or Example. Likelieſt it is 
( which our Selden hath well obſerved, J. 2, c. 28. 
ux. Eb. ) that in Imitation of Heathen Prieſts who 
were wont at Nuptials to uſe many Rites and Ceremo- 
nies, and efpecially, judging it would be profitable, 
and the Encreaſe of their Authority, not to be Specta- 
tors only in Buſineſs of ſuch Concernment to the Life 
of Man, they inſinuated that Marriage was not Holy 
without their Benediction, and for the better Colour, 
made it a Sacrament; being of it ſelf a civil Ordinance, 
a Houſhold Contract, a Thing indifferent and free to 
the whole Race of Mankind, not as Religious, but as 
Men: Beſt, indeed, undertaken to Religious Ends, 
and as the Apoſtle faith, 1 Cor. vii. in the Lord. Yet 
not therefore invalid or unholy without a Miniſter and 
his pretended neceſſary Hallowing, more than any 
other Act, Enterpriſe or Contract of civil Life, which 
ought all to be done alſo in the Lord and to his Glory. 
All which, no lefs than Marriage, whereby the Cun- 
ning of Prieſts heretofore, as material to their Profit, 
tranſacted at the Altar. Our Divines deny it to be a 
Sacrament, yet retained the Celebration, till prudently 
a late Parliament recovered the civil Liberty of Marri- 
age from their Incroachment; and transfered the 
ratifying and regiitring thereof from the Canonical 


Shop to the proper Cogniſance of civil Magiſtrate. 
Sceing 
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Seeing then, that God hath given to Miniſters under 
the Goſpel, that only which is juſtly given them, that 
is to ſay, a duc and moderate Livelihood, the Hire of 
their Labour, and that the Heave-offering of Tythes 
is aboliſhed with the Altar, yea though not aboliſhed, 
yet Lawleſs, as they enjoy them, their Melchiſedecian 
Right alſo trivial and groundleſs, and both Tythes 
and Fees, if exacted or eſtabliſhed, unjuſt and ſcanda- 
lous, we may hope, with them removed, to remove 
Hirelings in ſome good Meaſure, whom theſe tempt- 
ing Baits, by Law eſpecially to be recovered, allure 
into the Church. 

THE next Thing to be conſidered in the Maintain- 
ance of Miniſters, is by whom it ſhould be given. 
Wherein though the Light of Reaſon might ſufficiently 
inform us, it will be beſt to conſult the Scripture : 
Gal. vi. 6. Let him that is taught in the Word, commu- 
nicate to him that teacheth, in all good Things, that 1s 
to ſay, in all manner of Gratitude to his Ability. x 
Cor. ix. 11. If we have ſown unto you Spiritual Things, 
is it a great Matter if we reap your Carnal Things ? 
To whom therefore hath not been ſown, from him 
wherefore ſhould be reaped? 1 Tim. v. 17. Let 
the Elders that Rule well be counted worthy of double 
Honour, eſpecially they who Labour in the Word and 
Doctrine. By theſe Places we ſee, that Recompence 
was given, either by every one in particular who had 
been inſtructed, cr by them all in Common, brought 
into the Church Treaſure, and diſtributed to the Min- 
iſters according to their ſeveral Labours, and that was 
judged either by ſome extraordinary Perſon, as Timothy, 
who by the Apoltle was then left Evangeliſt at Epbeſus, 
2 Tim. 4. 5. or by ſome to whom the Church de- 
puted that Care. 

TH1s is fo agreeable to Reaſon, and ſo clear, that 
any one may perceive what Iniquity and Violence hath 
prevailed 
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prevailed ſince in the Church, whereby it hath been fo 
ordered, that they alſo ſhall be compelled to recompence 
the Parochial Miniſter, who neither choſe him for their 
Teacher, nor have received Inſtruction from him, as 
being either inſufficient, or not reſident, or inferior to 
whom they follow ; wherein to bar them their Choice, 
is to violate Chriſtian Liberty. | 
Our Law Books teſtify, that before the Council of 
Lateran, in the Year 1179, and the Fifth of our 
Henry II. or rather betore, a Decretal Epiſtle of Pope 
Innocent the Third, about 1200, and the firſt of King 
Jobn, any Man might have given his Tythes to what 
Spiritual Perſon be would. And, as the Lord Coke 
notes on that Place, Inſtit. Part 2. that this Decretal 
bound not the Subjects of this Realm, but, as it ſeemed 
Juft and s The Pope took his Reaſon rightly 
from the above - cited Place, 1 Cor. ix. 11. but fally 
ſuppos'd every one to be inſtructed by his Pariſh-Prieſt. 
Whether this were then firſt ſo decreed, or rather long 
before, as may be ſeen by the Laws of Edgar and 
Canute, that Tythes were to be paid, not to whom he 
would that paid them, but to the Cathedral-Church, 
or the Pariſh-Prieſt, it imports not; ſince the Reaſon 
which they themſelves bring, built on falſe Suppoſi- 
'tion, becomes alike, - infirm and abſurd, that he 
ſhould reap from me, who ſows not to me; be the 
Cauſe either his Defect, or my free Choice. But here 
it will be readily objected, What if they who are to 
be inſtructed, be not able to maintain a Miniſter, as 
in many Villages? I anſwer, that the Scripture ſhews 
in many Places what ought to be done herein. Firſt, 
I offer it to the Reaſon of any Man, whether he think 
the Knowledge of the Chriſtian Religion harder than 
any other Art or Science to obtain. I ſuppoſe he will 
grant that it is far eaſier, both of itſelf, and in regard 
of God's aſſiſting Spirit, not particularly promiſed us 
C to 
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to the Attainment of any other Knowledge, but of this 
only: Since it was preached as well to the Shepherds of 
Bethlem by Angels, as to the Eaſtern Wiſemen by that 
Star; and our Saviour declares himſelf anointed to 
preach the Goſpel to the Poor, Luke 4, 18. then ſure- 
ly to their Capacity. They who after him firſt taught 
it, were otherwiſe unlearned Men: They who before 
Hus and Luther firſt reformed it, were for the mean- 
neſs of their Condition, called The poor Men of Lyons; 
and in Flanders at this Day, les gueus, which is to ſay, 
Beggars. Therefore are the Scriptures tranſlated 
into every vulgar Tongue, as being held in main 
Matters of Belief and Salvation, plain and eaſy to the 

eſt; and fach no leſs than their Teachers, have 
the Spirit to guide them in all Truth, Jobn 14, 26. 
and 16, 13. 

Hexcz we may conclude, if Men be not all their 
Life-time under a Teacher to learn Logick, Natural 
Philoſophy, Ethicks, or Mathematicks, which are 
more difficult, that certainly it is not neceſſary to the 
Attainment of Chriſtian Knowledge, that Men ſhould 
fit all their Life long at the Feet of a Pulpited Divine, 
While he, a Lollard indeed over his Elbow-Cuſhion, 
in almoſt the ſeventh Part of forty or fifty Years, 
teaches them ſcarce half the Principles of Religion ; 
and his Sheep oft-times ſit the while to as little ſe 
of benefiting, as the Sheep in their Pues at Smirhbfeeld ; 
and for the moſt Part, by ſome Simom or other, bought 
and fold like them: Or, if this Compariſon be tos 
low, like thoſe Women, 1 Timothy 3, 5. Ever 
learning, and never attaining; yet not ſo much 
through their own Fault, as through the unſkilful and 
immethodical Teaching of their Paſtor, teaching here 
and there at Random, out of this or that Text, as 
* Eaſe or Fancy, and oft- times as his Stealth guides 

im. 
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SEEING then that Chriſtian Religion may be fo ea 
ſily attained, and by meaneſt Capacities, it cannot be 
much difficult to ind Ways, both how the Poor, yea, 
all Men may be ſoon taught what is to be known of 
Chriftianity, and they who teach them recompenced. 
Firſt, if Miniſters of their own accord, who pretend 
that they are called and ſent to preach the Goſpel, 
thoſe eſpecially who have no particular Flock, would 
imitate our Saviour and his Diſciples, who went preach- 
ing through the Villages, not only thraugh the Cities, 
Malith. 9, 33. Mark 6, 6. Luke 13, 22. Als 8, 
25. af; there preached to the Poor as well as to the 
Rich, looking for no Recompence but in Heaven; 

obn 4, 35, 36. Look on the Fields; for they are 
bite already to Harveſt : And be that reapeth, receiv- 
eth Wages, and gathereth Fruit unto Life Eternal. 
This was their Wages. But they ſoon will reply, We 
ourſelves have not wherewithal; who ſhall bear the 
Charges of our Journey? To whom it may as ſoon be 
anſwered, that in Likelihood they are not poorer then 
they who did thus; and if they have not the ſame 
Faith which thoſe Diſciples had, to truſt in God, and 
the promiſe of Chriſt for their Maintainance, as they 
did, and yet intrude into the Miniſtry without any 
Livelihood of their own, they caſt themſelyes into a 
miſcrable Hazard or Temptation, and oft times into a 
more miſerable Neceſſity, either to ſtarve, or to pleaſe 
their Paymaſters, rather then God: And give Men 
juſt Cauſe to ſuſpect, that they came neither called, 
nor ſent from above to preach the Word, but from 
below, by the Inſtinct of their own Hunger, to feed 
upon the Church. Yet grant it needful to allow them 
both the Charges of their Journey, and the Hire of 
their Labour, it will belong next to the Charity of 
richer Congregations, where moſt commonly they 


abound with Teachers, to ſend ſame of their Number 
| x 6 to 
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to the Villages round, as the Apoſtles from Jeruſa- 
lem, ſent Peter and Jobn to the City and Villages of 
Samaria, Alls 8, 14, 25, or as the Church at 
Jeruſalem ſent Barnabas to Antioch, Chapter 11, 22. 
and other Churches joining, ſent Luke to travel with 
Paul, 2 Cor. $. 19. though whether they had their 
Charges born by the Church or no, it be not recorded, 

Ir it be objected that this itinerary Preaching would 
tot ferve to plant the Goſpel in thoſe Places, unleſs they 
who are ſent, abide there ſome competent Time: I 
anſwer, that if they ſtay there a Year or two, which 
was the longeſt Time uſually ſtaid by the Apoſtles in 
one Place, it may ſuffice to teach them, who will at- 
tend fo learn, all the Points of Religion neceſſary to 
Salvation; then forting them into ſeveral Congrega- 
tions of a moderate Number, out of the ableſt and 
zealouſeſt among them, to create Elders; who, ex- 
erciſing and requiring from themſelves what they have 
learned (for no Learning is retained without conſtant 
Exerciſe and methodical Repetition) may teach and 
govern the reſt: And ſo exhorted to continue Faithful 
and Stedfaſt, they may ſecurely be committed to the 
Providence of God, and the Guidance of his Holy 
Spirit, till God may offer ſome Opportunity to viſit 
them again, and to confirm them: Which when they 
have done, they have done as much as the Apoſtles 
were wont to do, in propagating the Goſpel, Aci, 
14, 23. And when they had ordamed them Elders in 
every Church, and had prayed with Faſting, they con- 
mended them to the Lord, on whom they believed. And 
in the ſame Chapter, Verſe 21, 22. When they bad 
preached the Goſpel to that City, and bad aught many, 
they returned again to Lyſtra, and to Iconium, and 1s 
Antioch, confirming the Souls of the Diſciples, and ex- 
borting them to continue in the Faith. And Chap. 15. 
36. Let us go again and viſit our Brethren. And Verſe 
: . ; e 41. 
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41. He went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the 
Churches. 

To theſe I might add other Helps, which we enjoy 
now, to make more eaſy the Attainment of Chriſtian 
Religion by the Meaneſt : The entire Scripture trani- 
lated into Engliſh with plenty of Notes; and ſome- 
where or other, I truſt, may be found ſome wholſome 


Body of Divinity, as they call it, without School- 


Terms and Metaphyſical Notions, which have obſcured, 
rather than explained onr Religion, and made it ſeem 
difficult without Cauſe. 

Tuvs taught once for all, and thus now and then 
viſited and confirmed, in the moſt deſtitute and poor- 
eſt Places of the Land, under the Government of their 
own Elders, performing all miniſterial Offices among 
them, they may be truſted to meet and edify one ano- 
ther, whether in Church, or Chapel, or, to ſave them 
the trudging of many Miles thither, nearer Home, 
tho* in a Houſe or Barn. For notwithſtandirg the 
gaudy Superſtition of ſome devoted ſtiil ignorantly to 
Temples, we may be well aſſured, that e who diſ- 
dained not to be laid in a Manger, diſdains not to be 
preached in a Barn; and that by ſuch Meetings as 
theſe, being, indeed, moſt Apoſtolical and Primitive, 
they will in a ſhort Time advance more in chriſtian 
Knowledge and Reformation of Life, than by the ma- 
ny Years' preaching of ſuch an incumbent, I may ſay 
ſuch an Incubus oft- times, as will be meanly hired to 
abide long in thoſe Places. They have this left per- 
haps to object farther, that to ſend thus and to main- 
tain, though but for a Year or two, Miniſters and 
Teachers in ſeveral Places, would prove chargeable 
to the Churches, though in Towns and Cities round 
abour, | 

To whom again I Anfwer, that it was not thoughe 
ſo by them who firſt thus propagated the Goſpel, 
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though but few- in Number to us, and much leſs able 
to ſuſtain the Expence. Yet this Expence would be 
much leſs tian to hire Incumbents or rather Incum- 
brances, for Life-time ; and a great Means ( which 1s 
the Subject of this Diſcourſe ) to diminiſh Hirelings. 
But be the Expence leſs or more, if it be found Bur- 
denſome to the Churches, they have in this Land an 
eaſy Remedy in their Recourſe to the civil Magiſtrate; 
who hath in his Hands the Diſpoſal of ng {mall Reve- 
nues ; left, perhaps, anciently to ſuperſtinous, but 
meant undoubtedly to good and beſt Uſes ; and there- 
fore, once made Publick, appliable by the preſent 
Magiſtrate to ſuch Uſes as the Church or ſolid Reaſon 
from whomſoever ſhall convince him to think beſt. 
And thoſe Uſes may be, no Doubt, much rather than 
as Glebes and Augmentations are now beſtowed, to 
grant ſuch Requeſts as theſe of the Churches; or to 
erect in greater Number all over the Land Schools, 
2nd competent Libraries to thoſe Schools, where Lan- 
guages and Arts may be taught free together, without 
the needleſs, unprofitable and inconventent removing 
to another Place. So all the Land would be ſoon bet- 
ter civiliz d, and they who are taught freely at the 
publick Coſt, might have their Education given them 
on this Condition, that therewith content, they ſhould 
not gad for Preferment out of their own Country, but 
continue there thankful for what they received freely, 
 beſtowing it as frecly on their Country, without ſoaring 

above the Mear.neſs wherein they were born. But how 
Pip Mall live when they are thus bred and diſmis'd, 
wilt be {till the ſluggiſn Objection? To which is an- 
ſwer'd, that thoſe publics Foundations may be fo in- 
ſtituted, as the Youth therein may at once be brought 
1 to a Competence of Learning, and to gn honeſt 
Trade ; and the Hours of teaching ſo ordered, as their 
Study may be no Hindrance to their Labour or gthe 
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Calling. This was the Breeding of St. Paul, tho 


born of no mean Parents, a free Citizen of the Roman 


Empire: So little did his Trade debaſe him, that it 


rather enabled him to uſe that Magnanimity of preach- 
ing the Goſpel through Aſia and Europe at his own 
Charges. Thus thoſe Preachers among the poor Wal- 
denſes, the ancient Stock of our Reformation, without 
theſe Helps which I ſpeak of, bred up themſelves in 
Trades, and eſpecially in Phiſick and Surgery, as well 
as in the Study of Scripture (which is the only true 
Theology ) that they might be no burthen to the 


Church; and by the Example of Chriſt, might cure 


both Soul and Body ; through Induſtry joining that tg 
their Miniſtry, which he joined to his by the Gift of 
the Spirit. Thus relates Peter Gilles in his Hiſtory of 
the Waldenſes in Piemont. But our Miniſters think 
{corn to uſe a Trade, and count it the Reproach of this 
Age, that Tradeſmen preach the Goſpel. It were to 
he wilh'd they were al Tradeſmen ; they would not 
then ſa many of them for want of another Trade, make 
a Trade of their preaching : And yer they clamour thay 
Tradeſmen preach ; and yet they preach, while they 
themſelves are the worſt Tradeſmen of all. As for 
Church-Endowments and Poſſeſſions, I meet with none 
conſiderable before Conſtantine, but the Houſes and 
Gardens where they met, and their Places of Burial ; 
And I perſwade me, that from them the ancient Hal- 
denſes, whom deſervedly I cite ſo often, held, That is 
endow Churches is an evil Thing; and, that the Church 
then fell off and turn'd Whore ſitting on that Beaſt in 
the Revelation, when under Pope Sylveſter ſhe recety'd 
thoſe temporal Donations. So the fore: cited Tractate 
of their Doctrine teſtifies. 

T u 1s alſo their own Traditions of that heavenly 
Voice witneſſed, and ſome of the ancient Fathers then 
Jiving fore ſaw and deplored. And indeed, how could 
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theſe Endowments thrive better with the Church, being 
unjuſtly taken by thoſe Emperors, without Suffrage of 
the People, out of the Tributes and publick Lands of 
each City, whereby the People became liable to be op- 
reſſed with other Taxes. Being therefore given for 
the moſt Part by Kings and other publick Perſons, and 
fo likclieſt out of the Publick, and if without the Peo- 
ple's Conſent, unjuſtly ; however to publick Ends of 
much Concernment to the good or evil of a Common- 
Wealth, and in that Regard made Publick, tho' given 
by private Perſons ; or which is worſe, given, as the 
Clergy then perſwaded Men, for their Soul's Health, 
a pious Gift, but as the Truth was oft-times a Bribe to 
God, or to Chriſt for Abſolution, as they were then 
taught, from Murders, Adulteries, and other heinous 
Crimes ; what ſhall be found heretofore given by Kings 
or Princes out of the Publick, may juſtly by the Ma- 
giſtrate be recalled and re-appropriated to the Civil 
Revenue : What by private or publick Perſons out of 
their own, the Price of Blood or Luſt, or to ſome 
ſuch purgatorious or ſuperſtitious Uſes, not only may, 
but ought to be taken off from Chriſt, as a foul Diſ- 
honour laid upon Him; or not impiouſly given, nor 
in particular to any one, but in general to the Church's 
Good, may be converted to that Uſe, which ſhall be 
judg'd trending more directly to that general End, 
Thus did the Princes and Cities of Germany in the firſt 
Reformation ; and defended their ſo doing by many 
Reaſons, which are fer down at large in Seldan, J. 6. 
An. 1520, and J. 11. An. 1337, and J. 13. An. 1540. 
But that the Magiſtrate either out of that Church Re- 
venue which remains yet in his Hand, or eſtabliſhing 
any other Maintenance inſtead of Tithe, ſhould take 
into his own Power the ſtipendiary Maintenance of 
of Church-Miniſters, or compel it by Law, can ſtand 
neither with the People's Right nor with Chriſtian Lis 
| perty, 
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berty, but would ſuſpend the Church wholly upon the 
State, and turn her Miniſters into State-Penſioners. 
And for the Magiſtrate in Perſon of a Nurſing Father 
to make the Church his meer Ward, as always in Mi- 
nority, the Church, to whom he ought as a Magiſtrate, 
Eſa. 49. 23. To bow down with his Face toward the 
Earth, and lick up the Duſt of her Feet, her to ſubject 
to his political Drifts or conceived Opinions, by maſt- 
ring her Revenue, and fo by his examinant Commit- 
tees to circumſcribe her free Election of Miniſters, is 
neither juſt nor pious; no Honour done to the Church, 
but a plain Diſhonour: And apon her, whoſe only 
Head is in Heaven ; yea upon him, who is her only 
Head, ſets another in Effect, and, which is moſt 
monſtrous, a Human on a Heavenly, a Carnal on a 
Spiritual, a political Head on an eccleſiaſtical Body; 
which at length by ſuch heterogeneal, ſuch inceſtuous 
Conjunction, transforms her oft-times into a Beaſt of 
many Heads and many Horns. For if the Church be 
of all Societies the holieſt on Earth, and ſo to be reve- 
renc'd by the Magiſtrate, not to truſt her with her 
own Belief and Integrity, and therefore not with the 
keeping, at leaſt with the diſpoſing, of what Revenue 
ſhall be found juſtly and lawfully her own, it is to count 
the Church not a holy Congregation, but a Pack of 
giddy or diſhoneſt Perſons, to be ruled by civil Power 
in ſacred Affairs. 

Bur to proceed further in the Truth yet more free- 
ly ; ſeeing the Chriſtian Church is not National, but 
conſiſting of many particular Congregations, ſubject to 
many Changes, as well through civil Accidents as 


through Schiſm and various Opinions, not to be*de- 


cided by any outward Judge, being Matters of Con- 
ſcience, whereby thefe pretended Church Revenues, 
as they have been ever, fo are like to continue endleſs 


Matter of Diſſention both between the Church and 
Magi- 


36 Means to remove Hirelings 


Magiſtrate, and the Churches among themſelves, there 
will be found no better Remedy to theſe Evils other- 
wiſe incurable, than by the incorrupteſt Counſel of 
thoſe Waldenſes, our firſt Reformers, to remove them 
as a Peſt, an Apple of Diſcord in the Church, (for 
what elſe can be the Effect of Riches, and the Snare of 
Money in Religion?) and «to convert them to thoſe 
more profitable Uſes above expreſs'd, or ther ſuch 
as ſhall be judg'd moſt Neceſſary ; conſidering that 
the Church of Chriſt, was founded in Poverty rather 
than in Revenues, ſtood pureſt, and proſpered beſt 
without them, received them unlawfully from them, 
who both erroneouſly and unjuſtly, ſometimes impi- 
ouſly, gave them, and fo juſtly was enſnared and cor- 
rupted by them. | 
Anp leaſt it be thought that theſe Revenues with- 
drawn and better employed, the Magiſtrate ought in- 
ſtead to ſettle by Statute ſame Maintenance of Mini- 
ſters, let this be conſidered firſt, that it concerns every 
Man's Conſcince to what Religion he contributes; and 
that the civil Magiſtrate is entruſted with civil Rights 
only, not with Conſcience, which can have no Depury 
or Repreſenter of itſelf, but one of the ſame Mind, 
NexrT, that what each Man gives to the Miniſter, 
he gives cither as to God, or as to his Teacher ; if as 
to God, no civil Power can juſtly conſecrate to religious 
Uſes any Part either of civil Revenue, which is the 
People's and muſt fave them from other Taxes, or of 
any Man's Propriety, but God by ſpecial Command, 
as he did by Moſes, or the Owner himſelf, by volun- 
tary Intention, and the Perſwaſion of his giving it to 
God; forc'd Conſecrat p ns out of another Man's E- 
ſtate are no better than forc'd Vows ; hateful to God, 
who loves a chearful Giver ; but much more hateful, 
wrung out of Men's Purſes, to maintain a diſapprov'd 
NMiniſtry againſt their Couſcience; however unholy, 
| infamous 
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infamous and diſhonourable to hjs Miniſters and the free 
Goſpel, maintained -in fuch unworthy Manner as by 
Violence and Extortion : It he give it as to his Teacher, 
what Juſtice or Equity compels him to pay for learn- 
ing, that Religion which leaves freely to his Choice 
whether he will learn it or no, whether of this Teacher 
or another, and eſpecially to pay for what he never 
learned, or approves not; whereby, beſides the Wound 
of his Conſcience, he becomes the leſs able to Recom- 
pence his true Treacher. Thus far hath been enquir- 
ed by whom Church Miniſters ought to be maintain- 
ed; and hath been proved moft natural, moft equal 
and agreeable with Scripture, to be by them who receive 
their Teaching; and by whom, if they be unable. 
Which ways well obſerved, can diſcourage none but Hire- 
lings, and will much leſſen their Number in the Church. 
Ir remains laſtly to conſider, in what Manner God 
hath ordain'd that Recompence be given to Minifters 
of the Goſpel : And by all Scripture it will appear that 
he hath given it to them not by civil Law and Free- 
hold, as they claim, but by the Benevolence and free 

Gratitude or ſuch as receive them: Lute 10. 7, 8 
Eating and drinking ſuch Things as they give you. If 
they receive you, eat ſuch Things as are ſet before you. 
Matth. 10. 7, 8. As ye go, preach, ſaying, The King- 
dom of God is at Hand, &c. Freely ye have recerved, 
freely give. If God haye ordained Miniſters to preach 
freely Ahether they receive Recompence or not, then 
cen de hath forbid both them to compel it, and 
ochers Te compel it for them. Bur freely given, he 
accounts it as given to himſelf: Pig. 4. 16, 17, 18. 
Ye ſent once again to my Neceſſity. Not becauſe I defire 
a Gift ; but I defire Fruit that may abound to your 
Account. Having received of Epaphroditus the Things 
which were ſent from you, an Odour of feuect Smell, 4 
Sacrifice acceptable, well pleaſing to G. Which can- 
not 
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not be from Force or Unwillingneſs. The ſame is ſaid 
of Alms. Heb. 13. 16. To do Good and to communi- 
cate, forget not: For with ſuch Sacrifices God is well 
pleaſed. Whence the Primitive Church thought it no 
Shame to receive all their Maintainance as the Alms 
of their Auditors. Which they who defend Tithes, 
as if it made for their Cauſe, when as it utterly confutes 
them, omit not to ſet down at large; proving to our 
Hands out of Origen, Tertullian, Cyprian, and others, 
that the Clergy lived at firſt upon che meer Benevo- 
lence of their Hearers; who gave what they gave, 
not to the Clergy, but to the Church ; out of which 
the Clergy had their Portions given them in Baſkets ; 
and were thence called Sportularii Baſtet-Clerks : That 
their Portion was a very mean Allowance, only for a 
bare Livelihood; according to thoſe Precepts of our 
Saviour, Matth. 10. 7, &c. the reſt was diſtributed 
to the Poor. They cite alſo out of Proſper, the Diſ- 
ciple of St. Auſtin, that ſuch of the Clergy as had 
Means of their own, might not without Sin partake 
of Church. Maintainance; not receiving thereby Food 
which they abound with, but feeding on the Sins of 
other Men; that the Holy Ghoſt faith of ſuch Clergy- 
Men, they eat the Sins of my People: And that a 
Council at Antioch, in the Year 340, ſuffered not 
cither Prieſt or Biſhop to live on Church-Maintainance 
without Neceflity. Thus far Tythers themſelves have 
contributed to their own Confutation, by confeſſing 
that the Church lived primitively on Alms. And I 
add, that about the Year 359, Conſtantins the Emperor 
having ſummon'd a- general Council of Biſhops to 
Ariminum in Italy, and provided for their Subſiſtance 
there, the Britiſp and French Biſhops judging it not 
decent to live on the Publick, choſe rather to be at 
their own Charges, Three only out of Britain con- 
ſtrained thro' Want yet refuſing, offered Aſſiſtance | 

from 
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from the reſt, accepted the Emperor's Proviſion, judg- 
ing it more convenient to ſubſtſt by publick than by 
private Suſtenance. Whence we may conclude, that 
Biſhops then in this Iſland had. their Livelihood only 
from Benevolence : In which Regard this Relater Sul- 
Pitius Severus, a good Author of the ſame Time, high- 
ly praiſes them. 

Axp the Waldenſes, our firſt Reformers, both from 
the Scripture and theſe Primitive Examples, maintain- 
ed thoſe among them who bore the Office of Miniſters, 
by Alms only. Take their very Words from the 
Hiſtory written of them in French, Part 3. J. 2. c. 2. 
La nourriture & ce de quoy nous ſommes couverts, &c. 
Our Food and Cloathing is ſufficiently adminiſtered and 
given to us by Way of Gratuity and Alms, by the good 
People whom we Teach, It then by Alms and Benevo- 
lence, not by legal Force, not by Tenure of Freehold 
or Copyhold : For Alms, though juſt, cannot be 
compelled ; and Benevolence forced, 1s Malevolence 
rather, violent and inconſiſtent with the Goſpel ; and 
declares him no true Miniſter thereof ; but a rapacious 
Hireling rather, who by Force receiving it, eats the 
Bread of Violence and Exaction, no holy or juſt Live- 
lihood, no not civally counted honeſt, much leſs be- 
ſeeming ſuch Spiritual Miniſtry. But ſay they, our 
M aintainance is our Due, Tithes the Right of Chriſt, 
unſeparable from the Prieſt, no where repealed ; if 
then, not otherwiſe to be had, by Law to be recover- 
ed: For tho' Paul was pleaſed to forego his Due, and 
not to uſe his Power, 1 Cor. 9. 12. yet he had Power, 
verſe 4, and bound not others. I anſwer firſt, becauſe 
[ ſee them till ſo loath to unlearn their Decimal Arith- 
metick, and ſtill graſp their Tythes as inſeparable from 
a Prieſt; that Miniſters of the Goſpel are not Prieſts, 
and therefore ſeparated from Tithes by their own Ex- 
cluſion ; being neither called Prieſts in the New Teſta- 

ment, 
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ment, nor of any Order known in Scripture : Not of 
Melchiſedect, proper to Chriſt only; nor of Aaron, as 
they themſelves will confeſs ; and the third Prieſthood 
only remaining, is common to all the Faithful. Bur 
they are Miniſters of our High Prieſt ; true, but not 
of his Priefthood, as the Levites were to Aaron: For 
he performs that whole Office himſelf incommunicably. 
Yet Tiches remain, fay they, ſtil} unreleaſed, the Due 
of Chriſt ; and to whom payable, but to his Miniſters ? 
I fay again, that no Man can fo underſtand them, 
unleſs Chriſt in ſome Place or other fo claim them. 
That Example of Abram argues nothing but his volun- 
Act; Honour once only done, but on what Con- 
ſideration, whether to a Prieſt, or to a King, whether 
due the Honour, Arbitrary that Kind of Honour or 
not, will after all contending, be left ſtill in meer 
Conjecture: Which muſt not be permitted in the Claim 
of ſuch a ncedy and ſubtle Spiritual Corporation, pre- 
tending by Divine Right to the Tenth of all other 

Men's Eſtates ; nor can it be allowed by wiſe Men, o 

the Verdict of Common Law. | 
Ap the Tenth Part, tho* once declared Holy, is 
declared now to be no Holier than the other Nine, by 
that Command to Peter, Acts 10. 15, 28. whereby 
all Diſtinction of Holy and Unholy, is removed from 
all Things. Tithes therefore tho* claimed, and Holy 
under the Law, yet are now releaſed and quitted, both 
that Command to Peter, and by this to all Miniſters 
above-cited, Luke 10. Eating and drinking ſuch Things 
as they give you; made Holy now by their Free Gift 
only. And therefore St. Paul, 1 Cor. g. 4. aſſerts 
his Power indeed, But of what? Not of T ithes, but 
to eat and drink ſuch Things as are given, in reference 
to this Command : Whuch he calis not holy Things, 
or Things of the Goſpel, as if that had any conſecrat- 
ed Things in anſwer to Things of the Temple, verſe 
13. 
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12. but he calls them your Carnal Things, verſe 11. 
without changing their Property. And what Power 
had he ? Not the Power of Force, but of Conſcience 
only, whereby he might lawfully, and without Scru- 
ple, live on the Goſpel; receiving what was given 
him, as the Recompence of his Labour. For if Chriſt 
the Maſter, hath profeſſed his Kingdom, to be not of 
this World, it ſuits not with that Profeſſion either in 
Him, or his Miniſters, to claim Temporal Right from 
Spiritual Reſpects. He who refuſed to be the Dividet 
of an Inheritance between two Brethren, cannot ap- 
prove his Miniſters by pretended Right trom him, to 
be Deviders of Tenths and Freeholds out of other 
Men's Poſſeſſions, making thereby the Goſpel but a 
Cloak of Carnal Intereſt, and, to the Contradiction of 
their Maſter, turning his Heavenly Kingdom, into a 
Kingdom of this World, a Kingdom of Force and 
Rapin : To whom it will be one Day thundered more 
terribly than to Gehazi, for thus diſhonouring a far 
greater Maſter and his Goſpel. Is this @ Time to re- 
cerve Money, and to receive Garments and Olive-Yards, 
end Vineyards, and Sheep, and Oxen ? The Leproſy 
of Naaman linked with that Apoſtolick Curſe of periſh- 
ing, imprecated on Simon Magus, may be feared, will 
tleave to ſuch, and to their Seed for ever. So that when 
all is done, and Belly hath uſed in vain all her cunning 
Shifts, I doubt not but all true Miniſters, conſidering 
the Denomination of what hath been here proved, will 
be Wiſe, and think it much more tolerable to hear, 
that no Maintainance of Miniſters, whether Tithes or 
any other, can be ſettled by Statute; but muſt be 
given by them who receive Inſtruction ; and freely 
given as God hath ordained. 

AND indeed what can be a more honourable Main- 
tainance to them than ſuch, whether Alms, or willing 
Oblations as theſe, which being accounted both alike 

as 
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as given to God, the only acceptable Sacrifices now 
remaining, muſt needs repreſent him who receives 
them, much in the Care of God, and nearly related 
to him, when not by worldly Force and Conſtraint, 
but with religious Awe and Reverence, what is given 
to God, is given to him, and what to him, accounted 
as given to God. 

Tuis would be well enough, ſay they; But how 
many will ſo give? I anſwer, as many, doubtleſs, as 
| ſhall be well taught; as many as God ſhall ſo move. 
Why are ye ſo diſtruſtful both of your own Doctrine 
and of God's Promiſes, fulfilled in the Experience of 
thoſe Diſciples firſt fent, Luke 22. 35. When I ſent 
you without Purſe and Scrip, and Shoes, lacked ye any 


Thing ? And they ſaid, Nothing. How then came ours, 


or who ſent them thus deſtitute, thus poor and empty, 
both of Purſe and Faith? Who ſtile themſelves Em- 
baſſadors of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſeem to be his Tithe- 
herers, tho' an Office of their own ſetting up to his 
Diſhonour, his Exacters, his Publicans rather, not 
truſting that he will maintain them in their Embaſſy, 
unleſs they bind him to his Promiſe by a Statute Law 
that we ſhall maintain them. Lay down for Shame 
that magnifick Title, while ye ſeek Maintainance from 
the People: It is not the Manner of Embaſſadors to 
aſk Maintainance of them to whom they are ſent. 
But He, who is Lord of all Things, hath fo ordained : 
Truſt him then ; He doubtleſs will command the Peo- 
le to make Good his Promiſes of Maintainance more 
onourably unaik*d, unraked for. This they know, 
this they preach, yet believe not; but think it as im- 
ſible without a Statute Law, to live of the Goſpel, 

as it by thoſc Words they were bid to go eat their 
Bibles, as Ezekie! and John did their Books; and ſuch 
Doctrines as theſe are as Bitter to their Bellies, but 


will ſerve ſo much the better to diſcover Hirelings, wo 
Ca. 
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can have nothing, though but in Appearance, juſt and 
ſolid to anſwer for themſelves, againſt what hath been 
here ſpoken, unleſs perhaps, this one remaining Pre- 
tence, which we ſhall quickly ſee to be either falſe or 
uningenuous. by 

THEy pretend that their Education either at 

School or Univerſity, hath been very chargeable, and 
therefore ought to be repaired in future by a plentiful 
Maintenance ; whenas it is well known, that the better 
Halt of them, are oft-times poor and pitiful Boys, of 
no Merit, or promiſing Hopes, that might intitle chem 
to the publick Proviſion but their Poverty, ang the un- 

juſt Favour of Friends, have had the moſt of their 

Breeding both at School and Univerſity, by Scholar- 
ſhips, Exhibitions and Fellowſhips at the publick Colt; 
which might engage them the rather to give freely, as 
they have freely received. 

Ons if they have miſſed of theſe Helps at the latter 
Place, they have after two or three Years left the 
Courſe of their Studies there, 0 if they ever well began 

them) and undertaken, tho? furniſh'd with little elſe 
but Ignorance, Boldneſs and Ambition, if no worſe 

Vices, a Chaplainſhip in ſome Gentleman's Houſe, to 

the frequent imbaſing of his Sons with illiterate and 

narrow Principles. Or if they have lived there upon 
their own, who knows not that Seven Years Charge 
of living there, to them who fly not from the Govern- 
ment of their Parents, to the Licence of an Univerſity, 
but come feriouſly to Study, is no more than may be 
well defrayed and reimburſed, by one Year's Revenue 
of an ordinary good Bencfice ? If they had then Means 
of Breeding from their Parents, 'tis likely they have 
more now; and if they have, it needs muſt be Mechan- 
ick and Uningenuous in them, to bring a Bill of Char- 
ges for the Learning of thoſe liberal Arts and Sciences, 


which they have learned 15 if they have indeed * 
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learned them, as they ſeldom have) to their own Be- 
nefit and Accompliſnment. But they will ſay, we had 
betaken us to ſome other Trade or Profeſſion, had we 
not expected to find a better Livelihood by the Miniſtry. 

THis is that which I looked for, to diſcover them 

enly neither true Lovers of Learning, and ſo very 
ſeldom guilty of it, nor true Miniſters of the Goſpel. So 
long ago out of Date, is that old true Saying, 1 Tim. 3. 
1. If a Manu deſire a Biſkoprick, be defires a good Work : 
For now commonly he who deſires to be a Minifter, 
looks not at the Work but at the Wages ; and by that 
Lure, or Loubel, may be toll'd from Pariſh to Pariſh, 
all the Town over. 

Bur what can be plainer Simom, than thus to be at 
Charges beforchand, to no other End, than to make 
their Miniſtry doubly or trebly Beneficial? To whom it 
might be ſaid as juſtly as that to Simon, Thy Money 
periſh with thee ; becauſe thou haſt thought that the Gift 
cf God may be purchas'd with Money : Thou haſt neither 
Part nor Lot in this Matter. ; 

NexrT, it is a fond Error, tho' too much believed 
among us, to think that the Univerſity makes a Mini- 
iter of the Goſpel ; what it may conduce.to other Arts 
and Sciences, I diſpute not now: But that which makes 
ſit a Miniſter, theScripture can beſt inform us to be on- 
Ir from above; whence alſo we are bid to ſeek them, 
Matt. ix. 38. Pray ye therefore to the Lord of the Har- 
veſt, that He will ſend forth Labourers into his Harveſt. 
Acts xx. 28. The Flock over which the holy Ghoſt hath 
nade you Overſeers. Rom. x. 15. How ſhall they Preach, 
unleſs they be ſent ? By whom ſent? By the Univerſity, 
or the Magiſtrate, or their Belly? No ſurely : But ſent 
from God only, and that God, who is not their Belly. 
And whether he be ſent from God, or from Simon 
Magus, the inward Senſe of his Calling and ſpiritual 
Ability will ſufficiently tell him; and that ſtrong Obli- 
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gation felt within him, which was felt by the Apoſtle, 
will often expreſs from him the ſame Words ;*1 Car. 
ix. 16. Neceſſity is laid upon me, yea, woe is me, if I 
preach not the Goſpel. Not a beggarly Neceſſity, and 
the Woe feared otherwiſe of perpetual Want, but ſuch 
a Neceſſity as made him willing to preach the Goſpel 
Gratis, and to imbrace Poverty, rather than as a Woe 
to fear it. 1 Cor. xii, 28. God hath ſet ſome in the Church, 
firſt Apoſtles, &c. Eph. iv. 11. He gave ſome Apoſtles, &c. 
For the perfecting of the Saints, for the Work of the Mi- 
niſtry, for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt, Jill we all 
come ts the Unity of the Faith. Whereby we may know 
that as he made them at the firlt, ſo he makes them 
ſtill, and to the World's End. 2 Cor. iii. 6. LD hath 
#lſo made us fit or able Miniſters of the New Teſlament. 
1 Tim. iv. 14. The Gift that is in thee, which was given 
thee by Prophecy, and the laying on the Hanss of the 
Preſbitery. Theſe are all the Means which we read of 
required in Scripture, to the making of a Miniſter: AU 
this is granted you will ſay: But yet that it is alſo re- 
quiſite he ſhould be trained up in other Learning, which 
can be no where better had than at Univerſities. 

I axnsweER, that what Learning, either Human or 
Divine, can be neceſſary to a Miniſter, may as eaſily, and 
leſs chargeable, be had in any private Houſe. How de- 
fictent elſe, and to how little Purpoſe, are all thoſe Piles 
of Sermons, Notes and Comments on all Parts of the 
Bible, Bodies and Marrows of Divinity, beſides all other 
Sciences in our Engliſh Tongue; many of the ſame 
Books which in Latin they read at the Univerſity? And 
the ſmall Neceſſity of going there to learn Divinity, I 
prove firſt from the moſt Part of themſelves, who ſel- 
dom continue there till they have well got thro' Logick, 
their firſt Rudiments; tho' to ſay Truth, Logick alſo 
may much better be wanting in Diſputes of W 
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than in the ſubtle Debates of Lawyers and Stateſinen, 
who yet ſeldom or never deal with Syllogiſms. 

Ax o thoſe Theological Diſputations there held by 
Profeſſors and Graduates, are ſuch as tend leaſt of all 
to the Edification, or Capacity of the People, but ra- 
ther perplex, and leaven pure Doctrine with Scholaſti- 
cal Traſh, than enable any Miniſter to the bettet 
preaching of the Goſpel, Whence we may alſo com- 

ute, ſince they came to Reckonings, the Charges of 

is needful Library; which, though ſome ſhame not 
to value at 6007. may be competently furniſhed for 60 J. 
If any Man for his own Curioſity or Delight, be in 
Books farther expenſive, that is not to be reckoned as 
neceſſary to his Miniſterial, either Breeding or Func- 
tion. But Papiſts and other Adverſaries, cannot be 
confuted without Fathers and Councils, immenſe Vo- 
lumes, and of vaſt Charges. I will ſhew them there- 
fore a ſhorter and a better Way of Confutation : Tit. 
1. 9. Holding faſt the faithful Word, as he hath been 
taught, that he may be able by ſound Doctrine, both to 
exbort, and to convince Gainſayers: Who are confuted 
as ſoon as heard, bringing that which is either not in 
Scripture, or againſt it. | 

To purſue them farther, through the obſcure and 
intangled Wood of Antiquity, Fathers and Councils, 
fighting one againſt another, is needleſs, endleſs, not 
requiſite in a Miniſter, and refuſed by the firſt Refor- 
mers of our Religion. And yet we may be confident, 
if theſe Things be thought needful, let the State but 
erect in Publick good Store of Libraries, and there 
will not want Men in the Church, who of their own 
Inclinations, will become able in this Kind, againft 
Papiſt, or any other Adverſary. 

I Have thus at large examined the uſual Pretences 
of Hirelings, coloured over moſt commonly with the 
Cauſe of Learning and Univerſities, as if with Divines, 
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Learning ſtood and fell; wherein for the moſt part, 
cheir Pittance is ſo ſmall, and, to ſpeak freely, it were 
much better there were not one Divine in the Univer- 
ſity, no School Divinity known, the idle Sophiſtry of 
Monks, the Canker of Religion ; and that they who 
intended to be Miniſters, were trained up in the Church 
only, by the Scripture, and by the Original Languages 
thereof at School; without fetching the Compaſs of 
other Arts and Sciences, more than what they can well 
learn at ſecondary Leiſure, and at Home. 

NerTHER ſpeak I this in contempt of Learning, or 
the Miniſtry, but hating the common Cheats of both ; 
hating that they who have preached out Biſhops, Pre- 
lates, and Canoniſts, ſhould, in what ſerves their own 
Ends, retain their falſe Opinions, their Phariſaical 
Leaven, their Avarice, and cloſely their Ambition, 
their Pluralities, their Non-reſidences, their odious 


Fees, and uſe their Legal and Popiſh Arguments for 


Tithes : That Independents ſhould take that Name, 
as they may juſtly, from the true Freedom of Chriſtian 
Doctrine and Church Diſcipline, ſubject to no ſuperior 
Judge but God only, and ſeek to be Dependents on 
the Magiſtrate for their Maintainance. Which two 
Things, Independence and State-Hire in Religion, 


can never conſiſt long or certainly together. For Ma- 


giſtrates at one Time or other, not like theſe at preſent 
our Patrons of Chriſtian Liberty, will pay none but 
ſuch whom by their Committees of Examination, they 


find conformable to their Intereſt and Opinions: And 


Hirelings will toon frame themſelves to that Intereſt, 
and thoſe Opinions, which they ſee beſt pleaſing to 
their Pay-Maſters ; and to ſeem right themſelves, will 


force others to the Truth. 
Bur moſt of all, they are to be revil'd and ſham'd 


who cry out with the diſtinct Voice of notorigus Hire- 
lings, That if ye ſetile not our Maintainance by Law, 


farewel 
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more Falſe, more Ignominious, and, I may ſay, more 
- Blaſphemous againſt our Saviour; who hath promiſed, 
without this Condition, Both his Holy Spirit, and his 
. owon Preſence with his Church to the World's End. No- 
thing more falſe ( unleſs with their own Mouths they 
condemn themſelves for the unworthieſt, and moſt 
mercenary of all other Miniſters ) by the Experience of 
three hundred Years after Chriſt, and the Churches at 
this Day in France, Auſtria, Polonia, and other Places 
witneſſing the contrary, under an adverſe Magiſtrate, 
not a favourable: Nothing more ignominious, levelling, 
or rather undervaluing CH RISH beneath Mabomet. 
Fo if it muſt be thus, how can any Chriſtian object 
it to a Turk, That his Religion ſtands by Force only; 
and not juſtly fear from him this Reply, Yours both by 
Force and Money in the Judgment of your own Preachers. 
This is That which makes Atheiſts in the Land, whom 
they ſo much complain of: Not the want of Main- 
tainance, or Preachers, as they alledge, but the many 
Hirelings and Cheaters that have the Goſpel in their 
Hands: Hands that will crave, and are never ſatisfied. 
Likely Miniſters, indeed, to proclaim the Faith, or to 
exhort our Truſt in God, when they themſelves will not 
truſt Him to provide for them, in the Meſſage where- 
on, they fay, he ſent them, but threaten for want of 
Temporal Means to deſert it; calling that Want of 
Means, which is nothing elſe but the Want of their 
own Faith; and would force us to pay the Hire of 
building our Faith to their covetous Incredulity. 
DovBTLEss, if God only be He, cho give Miniſters 
to bis Church till the orld's End; and through the whole 
Goſpel, never ſent us for Miniſters to the Schools of 
Philoſophy, but rather bids us Beware of juch vain De- 
ceit, Col. 2. 8. (which the Primitive Church, after two 
or three Ages not remembring, brought herſelt quickly 
| 0 
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to Confuſion ) if all the faithful be now A Hel and 4 F 
Royal Prieſthood, 1 Pet. 2. 5, 9. not excluded from the 
Ditpenſation of Things Holieſt, after free Election of 


the Church, and Impoſition of Hands, there will not 


want Miniſters, elected out of all Sorts and Orders of 
Men; for the Goſpel makes no Difference from the Ma- 

giſtrate himſelf, to the meaneſt Artificer, if God evi- 

dently favour him with Spiritual Gifts, as He can eaſi- 

ly, and oft have done, while thoſe Batchelor Divines, 

and Doctors of the Tippet, have been paſſed by. 

HeRETOFORE, in the firſt Evangelick Times (and 
it were happy for Chriſtendom if it were fo again) Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel were by nothing elſe diſtinguiſhed 
from other Chriſtians, but by their ſpiritual Knowledge, 
and Sanctity of Life, for which the Church elected 
them to be Her Teachers and Overſeers, tho* not 
thereby to ſeperate them from whatever Calling She 
then found them following beſides, as the Example of 
St. Paul declares, and the firſt Times of Chriſtianity. 

Wu once they affected to be called a Clergy, and 
became as it were a peculiar Tribe of Levites, a Party, a 
diſtin Order in the Common- wealth, bred up for Di- 
vines in babling Schools, and fed at the publick Coſt, 
good for nothing elſe but what was good for nothing, 
they ſoon grew Idle: That Idleneſs, with fulneſs of 
Bread, begat Pride, perpetual Contention with their 
Feeders, the defpiſed Laity, thro' all Ages ever ſince 
to the perverting of Religion, and the Diſturbance of 
all Chriſtendom. 

Anp we may confidently conclude, it never will be 
otherwiſe, while they are thus upheld undepending on 
the Church, on which alone they anciently depended ; 
and are by the Magiſtrate publickly maintained, a nu- 
merous Faction of indigent Perſons, crept tor the moſt 
Part out of extream Want and bad Nurture, claiming 
by divine Right and Freehold, the Tenth of our Eſtates 

do 
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to monopolize the Miniſtry as their Peculiar, which is 
free and open to all able Chriſtians, elected by any 
Church. 

Up this Pretence, exempt from all other Em- 
yment, and inriching themſelves on the Publick, 
they laſt of all prove common Incendiaries, and exhalt 
their Horns againſt the Magiſtrate himſelf that maintains 
them, as the Prieſt of Rome did ſoon after, againſt his 
Benefactor the Emperor, and the Preſbiters of late in 
Scotland. Of which Hireling Crew, together with all 
the Miſchiets, Diſſentions, Troubles, Wars meerly of 
their kindling, Chriſtendom might ſoon rid herſelf and be 
happy, Tf Chriſtians would but know their own Dignity, 
their Liberty, their Adoption, and let it not be won- 
der'd, it I ſay their Spiritual Prieſthoodg whereby they 
have all equally acceſs to any Miniſterial Function, 
whenever called by their own Abilities and the Church; 
though they never came near Commencement or ' 


Univerſity. | 

Bur while Proteftants, to avoid the due Labour of underſtanding 
their Religion, are content to lodge it in the Breaſt, or rather in 
the Books of a Clergy-Man, and to take it thence by Scraps and 

*  Mammocks, as he diſpences it in his Sunday's Dole, they will be 

learning and never knowing ; always Infants ; always either 

his Vaſſals, as Lay- Prieſts are to their Prieſts, or at odds with him, 

as Reformed Ppinciples give them ſome Light to be not wholly 

conformable, whence infinite Diſturbances in the State, as they 
do, muſt needs follow. 

Txvs much I had to ſay ; and I ſuppoſe, what may be enough 
to them who are not avariciouſly bent otherwiſe, touching Ge 
likelieft Means to remove Hirelings out of the Church ; than which 
nothing can more conduce to 'I ruth, to Peace, and all Happineſs 
both in Church and State. 

Ir I be not heard nor believed, the Event will bear me Witneſs 
to have ſpoken Truth: And in the mean While have born my Wit- 
neſs not out of Seaſon to the Church and to my Country. : 


THE END. 


